
MORE SOUNDINGS ·AT TELL-_QALINJ
AGHA (ERBIL)

~SooJiSY.~·iN i;;r,
A further short season of excav~ahb-Ii ' low the level- 'of the surrounding plain

was carried out at Qalinj Agha1 between and the adjacent Kirkuk road.
the 4th-31st. March 1967~ dii'ected "bi-
the writers2

• The aims of the 1967, sea-, A-. Deep So'unding ,
son were to penetrate deeper into the ." . r· d' I I d
1· 1, 1 f S d' a I ( t th _ ExcavatIOn at ~ounmg revea. e
ower eve s 0 oun mo a e sum b I . J. ,I VI c::'. 0 occupatIOn'. f th d) d t - . th e ow e\ e. , ~lX m re .

mlt 0 . e moun ,an_ 0 examlI~e . e lavers C\:Il-XIII. One would expect at
unexca vated area between Soundmg I I" ·1 .' 1 - 1 b f ,. eachl'na. east t:motler SIX e\ e s e or e r b
;l11d II (towards the western end of the .... '1 'h' 1 I - -I . 110t· 1.e~s
site) bv cuttino' step trench3 linkina the vlrgm SOl \\ lC1 a;; pel laps '

. ~ tl tt th 'ee metre- be1o\'\' level XIItwo points. _-\.lthOllgh this was not an flan I. . ~ \' .
ideal site for such a trench, it has never- Due to lack of time the lower part
theless enabled a considerable amount of level VI had been left unexcavated
of evic1~nce to be collected m'~r a vast during the first season. The total thick-
area. SIxteen levels of occnp~hon \"ere ness of level VI was c. 27-35 em. In
excavated between the summIt and the . . .

t d f ·th . a " '1 addltron to what \\'ilS preVIonsly repor-Yl'esern en 0 . e moun ; \'Irg-m SOl .-
\Vas encountered about two met~·cs be- ted from this level4. the foIJo\vmg \\'ere

found: -1 rimfi'u;nnents from smoky
(1) For a description of the Site and its chocolate-brown cooking-pots (see pI. I,

location Cf. Abu AI-Soof, Sumer XXII .
(1966) p. 77. fig. 3 for an exampLe of this type of Uruk

(2) Shah Es-Siwwani began the excava- potter~');one rim fragment with a com-
tion, joined by Abu AI-Soof one week later. bed shoulder; one painted 'Ubaid body-

(3) It is 95 metres in length (from the 'sherd; 2 obsidian kniYes. and :2 stone
summit to the western end of the mound),
and 6 metres in width. Due to lack of time sIing-peHets (pL II, fig. 1).
the width had to be reduced to 5 m. at a -----------------
point 31 m. to the west of its beginning; (ll) Cf. Sumer XXII (1966) p. 81, and
and again to 3 m. after 59 m. pI. IV.
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Level VII

The thickness of the debrj~ \\a~G.
25-40 em. in which there was the re-
mains of a mud-brick wall, cOllStruGted
of rather large mud-briGks(40 x -:1:;3x L:.!
cm.). li'urther exc<t\ ation rerealed that
this" \\"all originated in len:l YIII and
was later reused at the time of VII. The
height of the walJ ,vas 88 CIl1. Potsberds
;md other 1Jnds were as fullo\\'s: 5 buH-
\\"(Ire, ernk rimfrng"illents; 7 painted
Tb:1id riJllsllenh; one painted Tbaid
bodyslJercl; one flint blade, and one ob-
sidian knife (pI. II, fig. 2).

Le("(:.l F111

The thickness of the debris was
e" 53-(-)7 CI1l. Potsherds nncl other
fincls ,H'te as fol!O\ys: :21 p;\inted 'Cbaid
ril!lfrR;~l1lellt<; 4- painted 'l.~baid bocly-
sberds;one painted Halaf l}ody-frag-
mcnt: -± Inlfl-\\are :[rl1k rimfr,aO'ments'
:3 ':Chai(l bent clay nails; and :~2 fl :nt
blades.

Level IX
The thickness of the debris was c.

27-35 em. in _which there ,"as the re-
mains of a mud-brick wall. Potsherds
and other artefacts were as follows: 11
painted 'Ubaid rimsherds; 4 painted
'Ubaj{] bodyfragments; one chooolate-
brown Uruk rimfragment and another
base-fragment of the same ware, both
being from large globular cooking-pots;
3 ground-stone fragments perhaps be-
longing to crudely made stone vessels,
rough on the outside; one ground-stone
door-socket "(perhaps used also asa mor-
tar); a rubbing stone; and an obsidian
knife (pl. II, fig. 4).

Level X
The thickness of the debris was c.

36~48 cm .. in which there was the re-

1I1;tIJl~ or a lllud-brid~ Wall. J?obllen1s
and other fllld:; \\ere as 10110\\s: J UlJ-

pail~t~d : U)~id rilllfragwents; U palll-
ted Y_bald rllllsberds, one of thc:;e paill-
lL'd l baHt llagllJcllts bas a dOlilJk' rim:;
ILl'. ;t challneled rim); ~ painted' L-baid
LJodysLent~; a bro1-:en cylindrical sl)om
r . J

11"01:1a tor~ol!,e-shi~iJ~d \~ss~i_ rCSl:'l1lblll1g
tho::.e of Gawra XVII-XIX"' and Eri-
du YIII-XIII; a higbly fired broken clay
nall probably used as a pUllJ1lLr: two
ground-stone door-sockets; seven Jarg8
day beads (Qa 2-8); ilnc1I()lll' iiint hla-
des (pI. III, fig. I).

Level XI
The thickness of the debri S \Vi(" c.

6:2 em. Potsherds and other anefacts
were as follows: 27 painted _·t~bai(l
rill1sherds; 1:2 painted 'l~baicl boch-
sherds; one painted 'Ubaid fragllle~,t
with a double rim; another 'Ubaid fraO"-
ment also with a double rim, but havil~O"
in addition, just below the rim, a ruc1i~
mentary spout; a large painted T-baid
rimfragment has the same tiny rudi-
mentary spout, just below the ri~_; 5 un-
painted 'Ubaid rimfragments; a fine--
\\'.are, groeenish, bodyfragment' has a
wide band of incised decoration; '2 small
pa.inted Halaf bodysherds; a rirnsherd
from a hemispherical bowl has a broad
band of dark brown chevron design on
the shoulder, and both the ware and the
style of painting suggest thnt this frag-
l~]ent may belong to the f:amarra pain-
ted tradition (pI. III, fig. 2 the frag-
ment on the extreme left bottom row);
nn 'Uba1d terra-cotta animal head of an
unidentified species; two flint blades;
~rrdone obsidian knife.

Level XII
The thieknessof the debris was c.

(5) Cf. GawTa II (1950) pIs. LXXIII b,
LXX:V d-e, and CXXIII, no. H3.
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~o-J~ CIll. The following finds were
. recorded: 1V painted 'U l),Ld r.luirag-
, lllGilts; V painted 'Lbaid bodysherds; 2

11J1painted 'Ubaid bodysherc1s eaeh with
-,a pierced hole; 3 small painted Halaf

frauments-a rim and two bodysberds
~ band one obsidian knife (pI. III,
fig. 3).

n. Step -TTench
The 95 metre-long step trench (pl.

IV, figs. 1-2), cut between the snmmit
of Qalinj Agha and its western end,
its yield of potsherds which wcr~ (\11Y-

produced in its \'arious strata th2 follo-
wing material. The top ,leiel (le\"el D,

-:bellig' the surface layer, ,vas badly ero-
ded thus no attempt was made to study

- waJ~ mixed with other surface occurren-
ces.'

Level II
The second layer in the trench was

better preserved, though large parts of
its eastern side we1'(' cons;c1Nably (h:-
turbed, mainl)' by modern graves dug
down from the surface of the mound {po
V, ground plan of le\'el ID. The thick-
ness of the debris here was c, ;'~4 em.
but there were no a1'chjt~c-t\1ral remains
visible. The majority of potsherds ,yere
Uruk in date, but a few fragments of
the thin greenish ware with small heaned
rims, familiar in upper l;ewls at sOllnrl~
ins~"I. were nlso prc."ent. The t)roportion
of potsherds was as follows: :38 choe-o-
late-brown rimfragments most1~' helon,2'-
to !2'l0111arcooking-pots. hoth Jan2"r and
small haying plain. flaring rims; 8 rim-
fragments resembling plain Ninel'ite V
notten: one large fragment with cylind-
rical spout belonging to a deep open howl

(6) Strongly resembling plain Ninevite
V potter?, Cf. Abu AI-Soof, Sumer XXII
(Hl(iG) TW 80-81, and pIs. IV-V.

resembling those of Gawra XIA'. The
other artefacts found were: one long
obsidian knife; and one flint sickle blade.

Level III
'1'he thickness of the debris was c.

08 em. The remains of a wall were
'found (pI. V) constructed of rather large
Illud-bncks measurinu 4g x 23 x 9 em., 0

'rhe following .types of pottery and ob-
jects were found: 18 buft-wareUruk
l'imfragments from plain, sh~llow bo:vls
and large, globular jars WIth flanng
rims; 2 1'imfragments resembling the
plain Ninevite Y pottery; 2 buff-ware
Uruk bodysherds; one grey-slipp2d frag-
ment hio'hlv burnished, Lom a small,
hemi~phe;ic~l bowl with a plain, straight
rim; one red-slipped fragment fro~ a
larue ulobular'pot with'a small, flanngb , b .
rim; ~ highly fired clay spmdle-whorls
(Qa2-13 and 14); 3 0bsi d ian kni yes; and
one flint knife ..

Level IV
The' thickness of the debr:'- \\'as c.

40 cui. Most of the \\'es;e:'11 part of
this layer was badly da:llaged. :nainly
by moderngl~a,-es (pI. V\. Desp' te this,
architectural remaim, rruk burials,
pottery and other att:>faets were reco-
vered. A stone door-<oocket was found
beside 011e of· the shert \I'C! 11s, at the
western end of the cut. 11e:11"the plat-
form. Almost nIl 'the \Ye~tfrn half of
the layer was OC~tlpiecl b~' :1 solid mncl-
brick construction, perlnps part of a
platform. Further excayiLtion will
throw more riuht! on the fUl~ctions and
connections otthis nlatform. Three in-'
fant Uruk-buriaJs (Pl. Y. OBl-:1) were
located on or near the floor of this JCY81

(7) Gawra n (HI30) p1, C'\LI, nos. 340-
341; also Cf. Abu A.l-Soof. froq XXIX
(aut.umn 19(7) pI. XLYII ':chart III, type
22 a-b).



(OB2. and 3 were in fact breaking into
actual walls). With the OB no. '2 was
Iound, as a burial gift, a necklace of
shell beads (Qa 2-4). All three burials,
apparently, were dug down from level

III. Potsherds and other finds were:
a nearly complete small, hemispheri-
cal, buff-,vare bowl (Qa2-21), Druk
in date; 17 buff-ware Druk rimfrag-
mtnts; :3 broken bone awls (Qa 2-5 and
6); a clay spindle-war! (Qa 2-15); a little
black-stone nail (Qa2-16> perhaps used
as a hair separator; 12 obsidian knives;
and 6 flint sickle blades.

Levels V-VI
The approximate thickness OJ debris

in level V was c· 32 em. Traces of a
very thin layer of ashes overlay the well
defined floor and in two places there
were extensive charred remains8

• Three
heavy mud-brick walls, buttressed in
places, were found t-obelong to level VI

. -,proper, These wide walls .were construc-
ted of mud-bricks measurmg 43 x 25 x 8

.r - • - ". "'''Crn':,'-43"x 22 x 10 em. and 43 x 22 x 10
. --I.. .' .-." QJ!l..Je~pectiYely. As a rule, walls belon-

_.- - _.:--.ging--ro-leveI V were thinner but heavil~y
plastered on both sides. Due to. intru-

.~ '-,.._.~ __'-· .•lii:v,,-e mQ.d.erngraves, the floor of level VI
was damaged in many places. An Druk

, _. burial sunk into one of the heavy walls
of -level VI'was that of an adult female
in a 'contracted position, orientated to-

.wards the west (pI. V, OB4). Two
. .large brownish-buff Uruk pots were

,supplied as a burial gift, one being pla-
ced bv the head and the other near the
chesL" - The' latter" . larger in size, and
covered with a .plate may -originally-have
contained sOme food-stllff - However the.n _.pot pla.c~d by the head was the more

,; . - . _-l-!JlP.Ol:tant. In it were a fair number of
.... - '. -' gqld, ,lapis-lazuli, carnelian and shell

-~~ :,:. . - -.- --~.- (8) ~liis\v~ the rema.his of roofing mats
, arid timbers.

beads which ',"ould make a luedium-sized
necklace (pI. YII)~. This burial, dat-
ing from the early Uruk period, was
apparently dug down from leyel VI.
The pottery from both levels ,vas pre-
domineJy '[ruk in date. Two cby spin-
dle-whorls (Qa 2-17 a and b) were found
in the fill of level V; a small, shallow,
lid-like saucer with cuned bottom (Qa
2-9) occurred on the floor. of level V.
Other potsherds found in le\'el V were:
2 black, highly burnished rimfragments,
from small-sized bowls with carinated
sides; 15 brownish-buff rim fragments
from globular jars of \'arious sizes, the
rims beino' universally everted; 3 buff-o .
ware rimfragments from small, deep
bowls with wide mouths; one buff-ware
short fat spout from a deep open bowl,
similar to those· familiar in Gawra
XIIN°; '2 buff-ware rimfra-gments
with sliaht ridaes just below the rims

o 0 - hon the outsides; one large, browllls-
buff rimfragmeJit co\'ered ,vi th holes
probably belonging to a tall jar-like co-
lander such as one known from Gawra
XIAll• Pottery occurences in level VI
'>;1ere:17 buff-ware rim fragments mainly
from large globular jars; one black,
highly burnished rim fragment from a
bowl with carinations; one buff-ware . .'
fragment with tubular upward-pointin~
spout, perhaps from a deep open bo~l;
3 large rim fragments from. chocolate-
brown, deep, open bowls wlth sharply
carinated shoulders. The other artefacts
were: 3 obsidian knives in level V, and
2 flint blades in VI.

Level VII
Some 19i metres in len~th remained

(9) Also cf. Abu AI-Soof, Sumer XxII
(1966) p. 7-9, n. 8.
. (iO) Cf. Gawra II (1950) pI. CXLI, nOS.

340-341-
(11) Ci. ibid pI. CXLIII. nos. 360.
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of the floor of level VI and excavation
went do\vn beyond this, in order to re-
\-eal the underlying stratum. 'fhe
thickness of level VII (i.e. its debris)
was c. 56 em. Traces of a thin layer
uf ashes (2-3 em. in-thickness) ,vas found
covering large areas of the flOOf. _The
remains of a solid mud-brick platform
were visible at the eastern edge of this
layer (pI. VI). Further west, parts of
three walls constructed of fairly large
Illud-bricks, measuring 42 x 29 x 12 em·,
\\ere fmmcl. In the ,area between two of
these walls three infant Uruk Urn-bur- -- - --Level IX
ia}swere excavated (OB nos. 5-7). These
T'rn-burials were located in the fill a The thickness of th~ debris wa.s c.
little above the floor, apparently dug- "5()e,-cro~:"i"atld- consisted of reddish earth
down from the level above. Pottery and ,~'ith trace-s of a thin laver of ashes. 'The
artefact occurrences were: 14 buff-ware entire -floor of this l;vel· was o:Jvered
l-rl1k red rimsherds from medium-sized ~it}j:-~=-·pebbie-~laidpaYement· -(pl. VI);-
globular pots, sbal!mv plates, and tall which_.may have been a street or some
jars; a buff-ware handle fragment from othe~ ?p~~ sp~c~. Potsherds a~d other
a laddIe resembling those of Gawra XI- artefacts were: 14-buff-\\areUruk rim~
YIII12, Uruk in date; 2 black burnished fragments, from various t:'pesof ve!"s"ls,
I'imfragments, from fairly deep carinated the best identified shape being th!" W?Jl-
howls; 2 clay spindle-whorls (Qa 2·18a -known globll1ar cookinq-pot; 3 huff-
,1l1db); 2 tiny turquoise beads (Qa 2-7) ware Uruk bodysh€rds; one buff··ware
perhaps belonging to one of the burials, neck-fragment has traces of tyro l1ands of
but found alone in fill; a broken clay red paint on the outside: one ohsidian
:ll1imal figurine, probably a ram (Qa knife, and one flint sickle blane.
:2-1); 3 obsidian knives, and one flint
blade.

reve7 VIII

The tbickness of the debris was c.
:35 em. A lower part, or perhaps the
foundations, of the solid mud-brick plat-
form, visible at the northern corner of
this level (pI. VI), belonged in fact to
a platform erected in level VII above.
The remains of two mud-brick walls,
constructed of Libn measurinQ' 47 x0M . ~
- { x 12 em., were also found. A third
wall with a stone door-socket was Joca-

(12) Ct. Abu AI-Soof, Iraq XXIX (autumn
t967) pI. XLVII (cha.rt II, type 29).

~tea -at -the- ..western end. -It-has been
observed that the ·floQr of this layer was

- sloping eastwacrds, -i.e; towards the core
of the mound. PQtshe.rds and other finds
were: 23 buff-ware Uruk rimfragments;

.4 grey -bufnished~ UIuk- riD.1shercls; 7
painted 'Ubaid rimfragments; 2 painted
-'Chaldbodj'sherd13; one palntedHalaf
body.sherd; one clay fp~ndle-whorl (Qa
2-20); a peai'-snaped'alabastet=r11ace-head
(Qa 2-19); 3 flint blades, and oneobsid-
ian knife.

J.level X

The thickness of the d2bris, Illeasnl'-
. ing c. 49 em., consisted mainlY cf Jav-

el'S of ashes and bllrntorgani~ m'ltt;r.
It may be that this area "'as a duml)' n~!
place forihe inhabitants of Je\'el X. - An
infant buri.al (013 8) was found :23 em.
below the floor of the preyiol1s JeycTrx
having been dug down by its inhahitant":
With the skeleton was a smaIJ-s:7f'(1
necklace of shell, stone and hon" br·ads
(Qa 2-2). Potsherds and other fi)1<1:::
were: 23 buff· ware Unlk rimfragments;
one bl.ack burnished ITruk rirnshercl.
from a deep hole-mouthed pot: one huff-
ware neck-fragment decorated, on the

fj
I J I

~lI)



outside, with deep horizontal gmoycs;
one buff-ware Uruk bodysherd; an in-
complete animal clay figurine (Qa 2-12)
perhaps a sheep; a copper bracelet incised
in parts (Qa 2-11); 8 obsidian kniYes,
and 2 flint blades.

Level XI
'rhe thickness of the debris ~\\"asc. 73

em. 73 em. t)ome SBven isolatEd lllud-
bricks were fOllnd scattered at YabOllS
points ill this level (pI. VI). It should
bB noted in particular that the floor of
Xl was completely burned and \"as co-
yered by a layer of ashes wme 1U-15 Cillo

thiclc Potsherds and other finds were:
:34 buff-ware t..;'rukrimfragments; 3 thin,
gre~nish-buff, highly fired rimfragments,
re<:emblino' l)lain :Nineyite V l)ott~rv; a~ tJ •

broken globular jar, which may have
been med as an infant burial (OB 9); 23
obsidian tools, and :3 flint sickle blades.

Level XII
The thickness of the debris \"as C. 63

em. Pebble-laid foundations and pebble
p:lyements \VerB visible oyer large areas
in this level (pI. VI). Adjacenr to the
pebble-laid foundations were remains
of a semi-circular mud-brick potter's
kiln with remains of a highly' fired
clay floor and vitrified hrnp~ of clay."
Potsherds and ather finds were: 32 bu'ff-
W8Te Uruk rimfragments. One large
huff-ware fragment with a double rim,
the channel formed by this rim being
pierced with a small hole, is perhaps an'
example of the lar~e d~JUble-rimmed pots
familiar in Gawra XIA-IX13

• One brow-

{t3) Cf. Gawra II (i950) pI. CXLII, no.
346. There IS a probability ~hat such uten-
siis were used for distillation purposes, see
in ~ this context,' Levey (Martin): i959,
"Chemistry and Chemical TechrlOlogy in
Ancient Mesopotamia". pp: 32-35, 'and figs:
i8-i9. '. . ~.,.

uish-lHln slJOrt SpOIlt; J Ilighl} tJred,
gr€Enish-buiI \\"are bodyfragments, re-
sem bling plain Nint'\'i te V pottery; one
painted 'Ubaid rimshcrd, frullJ a slJa11o\\'
open bowl; a little \l"kL -sLne head, per-
haps a pend;llJt, tlL· UIJIJcT surface C()v-
ered with inciS€d decoration consisting
of til,'e:' tilly circles accompanied, on top,
by tJIl't~E'lunar-. shaped grooves, perhaps
representing a stylised face a broken
ground-stolle mace-head; 5:2 obsidian
knives, and 4 flint blades.

Level XIII
The thickness of the debris was c.

40 cm. A thin layer of a"hes coyered
the well-defined clav floor. Finds here~ J

were: 13 buff-ware 1Jruk rimfragments;
one painted 'Ubaid bod.\'sherd; and 2
little obsidian blades.

Level XIV
The thickness of the debris was c. 40

em. The entire" floor of this laver~\yas
~ _ J

covered with a pebble-laid pavement (pJ.
VI). Potsherds and other 'finds were:

.23 buff-ware Uruk rimfragments; one
buff-ware neckfnigment with horizontal
grooves just below the rim; one painted
'Ubaid bodysherd; one painted Halaf
bodyf.ragment; 3 obsidian knives, and
one flint blade.

l.Jevel XV
The layer of debris overlying the

floor here was C. 36 em· in thickness.
'The ~floor of this level was also covered
with small-and medium-sized pebbles.
Potsherds and other finds were : one
buff-'ware Uruk heavy "club-headed"
r~m; 10 buff-war~ ,Uruk rim~herds; 12
painted'Ubaid rimfragments; 8 painted



Dr. Abu Al-Soof ~

'Ubaid bodysherds; and a small-stone
loom-weight.

Level XVI
The thickness of the debris was c.

30 em. Traces of ashes were visible in
fill just above the floor. Directly below
the floor of this level natural soil was
encountered, but excavation continued
through it t.o a depth of nearly one

metreU
• Potsherds and other finds in

level XVI were: 4 buff-ware Uruk rim-
fragments; one unpainted 'Uba.id rim-
sherd, from a small cup; 6 painted
'Ubaid rimfragments; 5 painted-{Ubaid
bodysherds; one 'Ubaid bent clay nail,
and two ground-stone loom-weights.

(14) A little more than two metres below
the surrounding plain level and the ad-
jacent Kirkuk road.
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