Material Culture Syllabi:
Theory and Ethnography of Consumption and Material Culture

Anthropology 340b

Prof. Jennifer Patico

Haverford College

Spring 2003

Tuesdays 7:30-10 pm, Gest 102

Office: Gest 206, x1029

 

Overview: In this course, we will examine anthropological approaches to material culture and consumption: the practices, relations, and rituals through which things -- from food and clothing to shell valuables or money -- become meaningful. Readings include classic works of anthropology and social theory as well as recent ethnographies of western capitalist, colonial/postcolonial and postsocialist settings. Some questions we will explore include: how is the value or significance of objects created in different social contexts, from ritualized gift exchange to shopping malls? Should we understand commodities and other items of material culture as fulfillments of human needs, or perhaps as symbols that "say" something about their users (and if so, what)? What kind of light can they shed on matters of social structure and inequality, national or class identity, values and morality, or processes of change at particular historical moments? 

Course requirements: 

1. By 1 pm each Tuesday, you should email to me: a) a brief abstract/summary of the key points covered in that evening’s reading (1-2 paragraphs, depending on how much you need to cover), and b) a second paragraph of your own commentary, observations, and questions for discussion. These questions will help form the basis of our in-class group discussions, and I will give you periodic comments on your submissions. Completion of timely and consistent submissions will constitute roughly half of your participation grade (your participation in class representing the other half, for a total of 20% of final grade for course).

2. Three-four 5-7 page analytical papers. Three are required; if you choose to write four, I will count only your three best grades (each = 15%). These papers will be due on select Fridays (see below). Your particular focus and argument in each paper will be up to your own discretion (i.e., no specific topics/questions will be assigned, though we will discuss general paper guidelines in class). In each case, however, you should address the previous few weeks’ thematically linked readings: 

2/14 Turner, Mendoza-Denton, Hendrickson on clothing, makeup and identity

2/28 Bourdieu et al., Liechty on class and cultural capital

3/21 Mauss et al., Ledeneva, Pesmen on gifts and social networks

4/11 Marx, Burke, Foster on money, commodities, advertising, and the "fetish"

3. A 10-15 pp. final paper (format TBA; = 35%), tentatively due 5/5.

Books for purchase at college bookstore: 

Robert Foster, Materializing the Nation: Commodities, Consumption and Media in Papua New Guinea.
Carol Hendrickson, Weaving Identities: Construction of Dress and Self in a Highland Guatemala Town.
Alena Ledeneva, Russia’s Economy of Favors: Blat, Networking and Informal Exchange. (*recommended)

Mark Liechty, Suitably Modern: Making Middle-Class Culture in a New Consumer Society.
Most other readings will be available as e-reserves on Blackboard; a few will be on print reserve in Magill or will be distributed in class.

 

 

Schedule of topics and readings (as of 1/21):

1/21 First meeting.

1/28 Introduction to material culture, consumption and anthropology: 

Why do people want things??

Bronislaw Malinowski, Argonauts of the Western Pacific (1922/1984), pp. 1-11, 49-70, 81-104. 

Daniel Miller, A Theory of Shopping (1998). Chapter 1, "Making Love in Supermarkets," pp. 15-72.

 

I. Identities: Consumption and the Social Self 

2/4 Bodily adornment and social/symbolic categories

Terence Turner, "The Social Skin." In Reading the Social Body (1993), C. Burroughs and J. Ehrenreich, eds., pp. 15-39.

Norma Mendoza-Denton, "‘Muy Macha’: Gender and Ideology in Gang-Girls’ 

Discourse about Makeup." Ethnos 61(1-2): 47-63. (1996)

Carol Hendrickson, Weaving Identities (1995), pp. 1-43.

Mary Douglas and Baron Isherwood, The World of Goods (1979/1996). Chapter 3, "The Uses of Goods," pp. 36-47.

 

2/11 Clothing as personal and group identity

Hendrickson, pp. 44-200.

[paper #1 due 2/14]

2/18 Theorizing taste

Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste (1984). Selections from Chapters 1 and 3 (pp. 1-18, 53-60, 63-72, 76-83, 85-92, 169-200).

Douglas Holt, "Does Cultural Capital Structure American Consumption?" In The Consumer Society Reader (2000), J. Schor and D. Holt, eds., pp. 212-52. 

Malcolm Gladwell, "The Coolhunt." In The Consumer Society Reader, pp. 360-74.

 

2/25 Consumption and class experience

Mark Liechty, Suitably Modern: Making Middle-Class in a New Consumer Society (2003), pp. 3-148, 249-65.

[paper #2 due 2/28]

 

 

II. Goods in Motion: the Social Relations of Exchange

3/4 Theories of the gift

Marcel Mauss, The Gift (1950/2000). Introduction, Chapters 1-2, 4 (1-46, 65-83).

James Carrier, "The Rituals of Christmas Giving," in Unwrapping Christmas (1993), D. Miller, ed., pp. 55-74.

Pierre Bourdieu, excerpt from "The Economy of Symbolic Goods." In Practical Reason (1998), pp. 92-109.

 

--spring break!!--

 

 

 

 

 

3/18 Gifts and social networks: friendship versus self-interest?

Alena Ledeneva, Russia’s Economy of Favors (1998). Selected chapters (tentatively: Introduction, Chapters 2, 5).

Dale Pesmen, Russia and Soul (2000), pp. 3-15, 117-88.

 

[paper #3 due 3/21]

3/25 Money 

Karl Marx, Capital (1873/1976). Part I: "The Commodity."

Lawrence Weschler, Boggs: A Comedy of Values (1999), pp. 3-82.

 

 

III. Coming to terms with "consumer society:" 

Cultural perspectives on capitalism, commodification, and change 

4/1 Colonial/postcolonial histories of the fetish

Timothy Burke, Lifebuoy Men, Luxe Women: Commodification, Consumption and Cleanliness in Modern Zimbabwe (1996). Introduction, Chapters 1, 5, 6 (pp. 1-34, 125-216). 

Robert Foster, Materializing the Nation (2002). Chapter 2, "Your Money, Our Money…." (pp. 36-60).

 

4/8 Advertising, nationhood and consumer citizenship

Foster, Materializing... Introduction, Ch 1, Ch 3-5, Ch 7 (pp. 1-35, 63-127, 151-74).

Jean Baudrillard, "Consumer Society." In Selected Writings, Mark Poster, ed., pp. 29-56.

 

[paper #4 due 4/11]

 

4/15 Ways of being "normal:" consumer lifestyles at "center" and "periphery"

Mark Liechty, Suitably Modern, pp. 183-246.  

Krisztina Fehervary, "American Kitchens, Luxury Bathrooms, and the Search for a ‘Normal’ Life in Postsocialist Hungary." Ethnos 67(3): 369-400. (2002)

Daniel Miller, The Dialectics of Shopping (2001). Chapters 1 and 4 (pp. 1-13, 111-34).

 

4/22 Objects recontextualized: translating culture and authenticity

Carol Hendrickson, "Selling Guatemala: Maya Export Products in US Mail-order Catalogues." In Cross-Cultural Consumption (1996), D. Howes, ed., pp. 106-21.

Fred Myers, "Representing Culture: the Production of Discourse(s) for Aboriginal Acrylic Paintings." In The Traffic in Culture (1995), G. Marcus and F. Myers, eds., pp. 55-95.

Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, "Objects of Ethnography." In Destination Culture (1998), pp. 17-78. 

 

4/29 Last class.

 

[Final paper tentatively due 5/5]

 

Graduate Course in Ethnohistory for Spring, 2004


ANTH 605: Biography and Material Culture
 
In this course we will apply an anthropological approach to everyday and precious objects. Treating biography broadly to include cultural biographies as well as individual biographies, we will ask questions like: How do objects relate to people’s understandings of themselves as individuals and as participants in specific cultural communities? How do cultural understandings, personal biographies, and public historical events come together in unique objects touched, worn, used, or inhabited by living, breathing human beings? What happens to objects we discard and what meanings are associated with such objects possibly valued, loved, and then refused? How do we relate to ‘things’ over the course of people’s lives from birth to death? What is the relationship between the biographies of things and the biographies of persons? We will answer these and other questions by reading classic and contemporary cultural anthropological writings about ‘things’—stuff. We will also spend some time discussing the similarities and differences between cultural and archaeological approaches to objects.  Some hands-on participant-observation, oral history, or other form of original research will be an integral and required component of this course.
Required Books
 

     The Sari. Daniel Miller (co-author). 2003. New York, NY: Berg.
     Waste and Want. Susan Strasser. 2000. Owl Books.
     Car Cultures. Daniel Miller (editor). 2001. New York, NY: Berg.
     Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture. Elizabeth Chin. 2001. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press.
Course Outline
Things as Extension of Persons I
Week One, January 6th
           Introduction to Course, Review of Syllabus and Expectations, Film “Hearts and Hands” 
Week Two, January 13th
                The Sari (Banerjee and Miller) Chapters 1 and 2

            Annette Weiner “Reconfiguring Exchange Theory: The Maori Hau”

            Marcel Mauss excerpt from The Gift [pp. 1-46]

 
            FIRST READING RESPONSE DUE, TYPED (& DUE EVERY TUESDAY NOW)
The Unequal Lives of Persons and Things
 
Week Three, January 20th 
 
Waste and Want (Strasser) Chapters 1 and 2

The Sari Chapter 3 

 
Week Four, January 27th 
 

Peter Stallybrass “Marx’s Coat”

Karl Marx: “On James Mill” and selections from Capital
Jack Amariglio and Antonio Callari, “Marxian Value Theory and the Subject”

 
Week Five, February 3rd 
 
Paul Gilroy “Driving While Black” (in Car Cultures)

Purchasing Power (Chin) Chapters 1, 2, and 3

 

Week Six, February 10th 
 

            Purchasing Power Chapter

The Sari, Chapter 5

            Gertrude Stotz “The Colonizing Vehicle” (in Car Cultures)

 

            PROSPECTUS DUE IN CLASS
 

The Deaths of Things 
Week Seven, February 17th 
 
Waste and Want Chapter 3

Sarah Hill article

 

Week Eight, February 24th 
            Waste and Want Chapter 4

            Jojada Verrips and Birgit Meyer “Kwaku’s Car” (in Car Cultures)

Things as Cultural Biography
 
Week Nine, March 9th 
 
                Igor Kopytoff “The Social Life of Things”

            Waste and Want Chapter 5

 

Week Ten, March 16th 
 
Jon Holtzman “In a Cup of Tea”

Tom O’Dell “Raggare and the Panic of Mobility” (in Car Cultures)

Jane Parish “Black Market, Free Market”

Things as Extension of Persons II
 
Week Eleven, March 23rd 
 

                The Sari Chapters 4 and 6 

            Bilinda Straight “From Samburu Heirloom to New Age Artifact”

            Annelies Moors “Wearing Gold”

 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE IN CLASS
Week Twelve, March 30th 
Daniel Miller “Possessions”

            Michael Nassaney article

 
 Death (and Loss) and Things 
Week Thirteen, April 6th
 
                Janet Hoskins “The Betel Bag”

Diana Young “The Life and Death of Cars” (in Car Cultures)

            The Sari Chapter 7

            Anat Hecht “Home Sweet Home”

 

The University of Michigan
School of Information and Museum Studies Program

SI 515: "Material Culture and the Interpretation of Objects"
Winter 2006
3 credits

 

Instructor: Robert L. Frost, 301-A West Hall; rfrost@umich.edu, 734-332-0031
Time/Place: 1-4 pm Thursdays; location: 412 West Hall.
Office Hours: 1-4 pm Tuesdays; and by appointment.

Course description & objectives:
Museum Studies and Information Studies intersect in a number of intriguing ways, not least in the fact that they both serve to make information-laden materials cognitively, culturally, and intellectually accessible. At the same time, however, the former deals with objects while the latter deals (primarily) with texts. Many of the tools and conceptual frameworks used in Information Studies map almost transparently to Museum Studies--modes of classification and description, for example--yet the information "content" of objects is often more elusive and ambiguous, sometimes to the point of near opacity. As Information Science moves increasingly beyond textual parsing into semantic and statistical analysis as a crucial method for pursuing and defining the meaning of texts, Museum Studies professionals can pride themselves on a rich tradition of qualitative interpretation.

At the same time, we must be aware that objects themselves are information-bearing entities. As such, they pose many parallel, yet some unique, qualities with respect to the text and data usually addressed by information science. Beyond the issues of meaning and interpretation, potential museum objects challenge our traditional notions of accessibility and hence, of classification. Most museums display only a small portion of their holdings, yet all such holdings must be made administratively accessible with rich systems of classificatory affordances. We will examine how text and object collide to destabilize and reshape our notions of sorting and labeling.

Successful completion of this course will provide School of Information students answers and approaches to a number of critical issues, including:

· How to address non-textual objects (images, artifacts, etc.) as information-bearing entities subject to many of the same classification and retrieval practices applied to textual information--with a number of specific caveats

· How choices of tags, labels, and classification criteria affect both information practices and user experiences

· How a study of objects and their arrangement/description is more "physical" than that of texts, as their presentation creates a very spatially-based environment

· How descriptive and classification strategies affect both viewers' interpretations and professionals' information practices

· How myriad different professionals and academics--from museologists and art historians to librarians and STS scholars--have addressed questions of interpreting material objects.

· The emerging tension between traditional museological professionals associated with "hard" artifacts and advocates of virtual museums

· How issues of representation and description shift in the context of "going virtual" in museums

· The origins of traditional institutions that build and maintain collections of objects (libraries, archives, and museums) and how they are adapting to fundamental social and technological change at the beginning of the 21st century.

This course explicitly builds upon and expands issues raised in School of Information 504, "Social Systems and Collections," in large part by focusing on the specifics of collection-building and management. For SI students, successful completion of SI 504 is required. In addition, we will leverage notions of collection structure, management, and lifecycle as we examine museum practices of acquisition, presentation, and re-purposing, and how such practices implicitly recast the context of meaning-making for information professionals as well as viewers.

 

course readings: [a note, with apologies: the Rothfels book has been replaced by Hanson; sorry if you've already bought Rothfels!] 
Elizabeth Hanson, Animal Attractions: Nature on Display in American Zoos
Edward P. Alexander, The Museum in America: Innovators and Pioneers
Robert Bogdan, Freak Show
-- plus a selection of articles available as Web-based electronic content.


assignments:
The key part of this course is to write the biography of an object of your choice, drawn from any museum or display on the UofM campus. Such objects can be built, such as the fourth floor (Statistics Dept) zone of West Hall, or strategically placed, such as an object on display on North Campus--not to mention, of course, myriad objects from the Kelsey or other formal museum sites. Impressive papers in the past have looked at, for example, zoetropes, the 18th-century Spanish mortar next to Hatcher Library, the faux-classical "rubble" outside of Lorch Hall, and the spinning cube next to the Fleming Building. This paper will be based on original research and (more importantly) independent conceptualization and it will run from 15 to 25 pages, containing an explicit discussion of your interpretive framework from the perspective of both the presenter and the viewer. In preparation for the paper, you will develop interim written work, from research proposals to outlines, though only the proposals will be graded. You will also write a book review on one of the books you use in your major paper. Finally, you will be asked to give an informal presentation of your work. Depending on when you are scheduled for presenting your material, you will be asked to discuss the research process, conceptual agendas, or the actual content of your work and its conclusions.


The research paper is intended to go beyond the usual research-and-write routine, as it focuses upon and uses concepts associated with collection-building and maintenance. Selecting an object of study is, of course, not a trivial exercise, and once an object is designated, you will address the relativeness of its context from the perspective of the originator, the curator, and the viewer. You will use that notion of multiple contexts to identify the different ways in which it might be classified, catalogued, and presented. You'll be invited to use Bruno Latour's notion of "immutable mobiles" to discuss how your object's meaning changes (or doesn't!) as it shifts contexts. You will also pose questions about your object's technological dependence on other technologies from its origination context, how (and whether) your object can be preserved and presented without unduly "domesticating it" into a museum environment. Of equal importance, you will show how your object's meaning shifts as its context changes in its path from originator to museum patron. Finally, as individual "collected" objects are presumably selected to be emblematic or representative of something else which is perhaps "larger," you will be invited to ask if, in the name of preservation, surrogates or of the object might suffice for that purpose.


Presentations will be worth 10% of the grade, book reviews will be worth 20%, proposals will be worth 15%, class participation worth 15%, and the paper worth 40%. Due dates are as follows:

Research proposals: Week IV
Book reviews: Week VIII
Major papers: Week XIV


a note on academic honesty:
Whatever your attitudes toward material property, as mental workers, you must respect intellectual property. Plagiarism (the claim that the ideas of another author are your own) and cheating are severe crimes and will be met with a failing grade. While you are required to consult written sources and encouraged to work with other students, you are expected to do so with high standards of personal honesty and integrity.


schedule of meetings & topics:
Week I (Jan. 5): Course Introduction.

Topics: defining our terrain: basic approaches.

Issues: Genres of static and "living" museum objects: art, technological devices, scientific instruments, imperial/colonial collectibles, geological items, archeological artifacts, objects for diversion and wonderment, works of "art," cabinets of curiosities; how do objects and texts differ (and, perhaps, converge) in the context of information practice?

Readings: none.

Week II (Jan. 12): Theories and Practices of Interpretation and Collecting.

Topics: From the social construction of technology to cultural anthropology, the politics of display, learning from literary criticism; what are the implicit classification tags that guide the building of collections of artifacts and where are they epistemologically located? 

Readings: John L. King and Margaret L. Hedstrom, "On the LAM: Library, Archive, and Museum Collections in the Creation and Maintenance of Knowledge Communities," paper commissioned by the OECD January, 2002); Madeleine Akrich, "The De-scription of Technological Objects;" Clifford Geertz, "The Balinese Cock-Fight;" Terry Eagleton, Literary Theory: An Introduction, Introduction. 

Week III (Jan. 19): Early Assemblages and Collections: Cabinets of Curiosities.

Topics: From reliquaries to collections: self-referentiality and the role of the collector; the picture frame, the act of framing, and the problem of epistemological frames; collection as anti-narrative; what does an alien classification framework tell us about the contextual contingency of those we use? 

Readings: Michael Wintroub PowerPoint on cabinets of curiosities, in PowerPoint or QuickTime format (take care: either file is over 30 Mb!), William Mueller, "Mathematical Wunderkammern," American Mathematical Monthly 108 (November 2001), 785-796; "Devices of Wonder" (a contemporary cabinet at the Getty Museum); Patrick Geary, "Sacred Commodities: The Circulation of Medieval Relics," in Arjun Appadurai, The Social Life of Things, Ch. 6. The Geary and Mueller articles are available as well as electronic library reserves under SI 515. Here are a few pictures of relics and reliquaries: a nice reliquary from Korcula, Croatia, and two relic photos from Kotor, Montenegro (1, 2). The modes of display are pretty impressive. BTW, Anne R. Kenney, of Cornell University Library, created a "Requiem for a Reliquary"—it's fun, but some might find it offensive. If you need a PowerPoint reader; here it is : 



--••-- research proposals are due on Week IV --••--
FYI, here's a pair of proposals, one old, one newer; they should offer a sense of what these beasts should look like.

Week IV (Jan. 26): The Self-Effacing Eye: Presentation Rituals and Early Scientific Instruments

Topics: Galileo, Boyle, and other scientists: modernity and the objective objectif; claims to see the world "as it is" with the eye of science; instruments as social mobilization devices; can Big Science offer a transcendent framework for classification and description?; what happens when the "rules" of scientific knowledge change?

Readings: Michael Wintroub, “Taking Stock at the End of the World: Rites of Distinction and Practices of Collecting in Early Modern Europe,” Studies in History and Philosophy of Science 30: 3 (September 1999): 395-424; Mario Biagioli, "Galileo the Emblem-Maker”, Isis 82 (1990), 230-258; Steve Shapin "Pump and Circumstance: Robert Boyle's Literary Technology,” Social Studies of Science 14 (1984), 481-520; Otto Sibum, “Reworking the Mechanical Value of Heat: Instruments of Precision and Gestures of Accuracy in Early Victorian England,” Studies in History and Philosophy of Science 26 (1995): 73-106. (all pdfs are now "clean").

Week V (Feb. 2): The Emergence of New Public Epistemologies

Topics: The birth of public civic space, 1780-1830, concurrent with the rise of the democratic nation-state; museums and libraries as makers of collective civic and national identity; constucting cognitive and class differences between science and technology; epistemological framing of things.

Readings: Nina E. Lerman, "The Uses of Useful Knowledge…," Osiris 12 (1997), 39-59; Alexander, Chs. 1, 2, 7, 12, & 13; surf the site of the Musée du Centre National des Arts et Métiers; Kathryn Henderson, "The Visual Culture of Engineers," in Henderson, On Line and On Paper: Visual Representations, Visual Culture, and Computer Graphics in Design Engineering (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1999) 25-58.

Week VI (Feb 9): The Conceptual Alignment of Things: Dilemmas of Classification

Topics: Epistemological frames and the early sorting of species; Enlightenment systems for classifying knowledge; objects, provenance, and texts: problems of situating things; the lifecycles of information objects.

Readings: Susan Leigh Star and Geoff Bowker, Sorting Things Out, Chs. 9 & 10; Robert Darnton, "Philosophers Trim the Tree of Knowledge," in The Great Cat Massacre; Christine Hine, "Representations of Information Technology in Disciplinary Development: Disappearing Plants and Invisible Networks," Science, Technology, & Human Values XX:1 (Winter, 1995), 65-85; Tony Bennett, "Speaking to the Eyes: Museums, Legibility and the Social Order," in Sharon MacDonald, ed., The Politics of Display, Ch. 2.

-•-A pair of [optional] "FYI" pieces here on categorical incommensurabilities, both by Malcolm Gladwell-•-

-•-the first on John Rock of birth-control fame, the second on SUV safety-•-

Week VII (Feb. 16): Politics of Display I: Collecting Animals, Barbarians, and Casualties

Topics: From menagerie to zoo: collecting and emergent public culture; taming the wild with cages, reversing the imperial gaze; how do museologists and information professionals construct collections that generate collective memory and what are often the components of that memory? Contexts and meanings: how present agendas recast past meanings (see the Hottentot Venus and Ota Benga links).

Readings: Hanson, entire (it's not as long as it looks!); Web resources on the Hottentot Venus (1) (2) (3), and Ota Benga (1) (2) (3) (4), Dan Sherman on WW1 monuments; Bernadine Walsh, "Authenticity and Cultural Representation: A Case Study of Maori Tourism Operators," in C. M. Hall & S. MacArthur, eds., Heritage Management in Australia and New Zealand, 202-207; Gould, Stephen Jay "The Hottentot Venus," in The Flamingo Smile: Reflections in Natural History (NY, W.W. Norton & Co): 291-301. (ca. 1987).

--••-- book review is due on Week VIII --••--
Week VIII (Feb. 23): Politics of Display II: The Problem of Agency

Topics: Concurrent with the medicalization of freakdom and the "march of progress," techno-heroic display; the rhetoric of progress and movement through exhibition and historical space; how collection practices are influenced by novelty; how well do strategies of serial arrangement replicate more abstract norms for classifying and arranging textual objects?; how do multiple perspectives on objects (including people, if they are on display) shape their meanings, and how do specific meanings come to prevail?

Readings: Bogdan, entire (it's a pretty quick read), Robert L. Frost, "The Mechanical Marianne: Democracy and Progress Talk in Twentieth-Century France" in L. Winner (ed.), Democracy in a Technological Society. 

--••-- Winter Break: Feb. 25 – Mar. 5 --••--

Week IX (Mar. 9): Anthropological Approaches in Focus

Topics: Cultural relativism and the problem of imputing motives and agendas; can objects be labelled trans-contextually? If we seek a "thick description," as Clifford Geertz would have us do, in whose interpretive context will that be located, and how would it lend itself to the practices of classification and description among information professionals?

Readings: A New Yorker piece on Franz Boas and the birth of anti-racist anthropology, Paul A. Roth, "Ethnography without Tears," Current Anthropology XXX:5 (December 1989), 555-569; Ann Laura Stoler, "Colonial Archives and the Arts of Governance," Archival Science II: 1-2 (2002), 87-109; Steven Lukes, "Different Cultures, Different Rationalities?" History of the Human Sciences XIII:1 (2000) 3-18; Robert L. Frost, "Semiotic Narratives…;" Pierre Lemonnier on New Guinea pigs as ordinary wealth.

Week X (Mar. 16): Virtual Museums and New Problems of Representation

Topics: Can existing artifact databases be "ported" and "tweaked" in order to repurpose them for Web use?; We know that the meanings of objects change when their sites and contexts change; can we predict what sort of meaning shifts occur when artifacts are virtual, when they are essenttially surrogates for surrogates?; XML and problems of uneven tagging and authority lists; accentuated issues of surrogacy and authenticity; how do the ambulant narratives of the traditional museum translate into paths within Web sites--should the linearity of the "old" museum be replicated in the virtual museum?

Readings: Archive and Museum Informatics had a special issue in 1997 addressing Web museum issues; try these pieces: Jennifer Trant's "Editorial: Museums on the Web;" in "The Web and the Unassailable Voice," Peter Walsh challenges the cultural ventriloquism of traditional museography and argues that the Web offers a way not to repeat that error—and, indeed, he offers a number of ways to use the Web to present collections in entirely new ways; looking at sci-tech museums as sites of situated knowledge, Terry Hemmings and others examine how local knowledge can be leveraged into making exhibits much more effective. Finally, please surf some selections from the proceedings of the annual "Museums on the Web" conferences: http://www.archimuse.com/conferences/speakers_list.html; selections from Archives and Museum Informatics http://www.archimuse.com/publishing/museums.html (contacts with David Bearman, managing editor, will facilitate access, as the journal has now been supplanted by Archival Science, with much of the museological and material culture content omitted.) For an intriguing Web museum, try this one on the Great Chicago Fire.


We discussed the issue of museological ventriloquism in the unit above; for a recent example of political ventriloquism, check this out…

Week XI (Mar. 23): Museological Dilemmas and Disasters: Enola Gay, Native Americans, and Bilbao

Topics: The political construction of representation in public/civic space; constraints on public curators; reversion to private collections?; civic boosterism and the architectural annihilation of the artifact: Bilbao's Guggenheim; can presentation and politics annihilate content?; whose bones?; can political agendas "overdetermine" interpretive agendas set by information professionals?; how can museums change as historical interpretations change?

Readings: Beth Yakel on the Enola Gay; a short piece by Patricia Nelson Limerick on "The Smithsonian Scandal That Wasn't;" virtual walk through of the Guggenheim-Bilbao; A. Guillford, "Bones of Contention: Repatriation of Native American Human Remains;" Public Historian 18(2), Fall 1996: 119-143; Kristine A. Haglund, "Implications Of Repatriation For Museums And Archives." ASC Newsletter 21(5) (October 1993): 53, 58-60; Andrew Barry, "On Interactivity: Consumers, Citizens, and Culture," in Sharon Macdonald, ed., The Politics of Display: Museums, Science, Culture (London and New York: Routledge, 1998), 98-117. A new addition (thanks, Jennii!): Alan Trachtenberg, "Contesting the West," Art in America (September 1991), 118-123, 152 [reformatted].

Week XII (Mar. 30): The Practice of Material Culture Studies: Open Conversations 

Topics: Documenting and making everyday life and landscapes; naturalizing the elite landscape; strategies for shaping stable frameworks for presenting material information objects; museums as attics or as cultural repositories?

Readings: clips from BBC broadcast of John Berger's Ways of Seeing. 

Week XIII (Apr. 6): Authorship, Attribution, and Intellectual Property: Problems of Ownership

Topics: Cultural production as jamming, quotation, spoofing, and reinvention; authors, owners, and "attributees;" public and private data; the new Third World "gold rush:" legal piracy and the intellectual property of indigenous peoples.

Readings: Lawrence Lessig, Free Culture, Preface, Introduction, and Chapter 1 [alternative link, with only the assigned sections]; Andrea Abernethy Lunsford, "Rhetoric, Feminism, and the Politics of Textual Ownership," College English LXI:5 (May 1999), 529-45; Barbara J. Culliton, "Authorship, Data Ownership Examined," Science (Nov. 4, 1988), 242; Michael F. Brown, "Can Culture Be Copyrighted?," Current Anthropology XXXIX:2 (April 1998), 193-221. Recommended readings: Robert L. Ostergard, et al.,"Stealing from the Past: Globalisation, Strategic Formation and the Use of Indigenous Intellectual Property in the Biotechnology Industry," Third World Quarterly XXII:4 (August 2001), 643-656; Stephen B. Brush, "Bioprospecting the Public Domain," Cultural Anthropology XIV:4 (Nov. 1999), 535-556; Katy Moran, et al., "Biodiversity Prospecting: Lessons and Prospects," Annual Review of Anthropology XXX (2001), 505-26; Ted Striphas, "Freedom of Expression™," [review of Kembrew McLeod, Owning Culture: Authorship, Ownership, and Intellectual Property Law] Cultural Studies XVI:3 (2002), 485-487.

--••-- Note Well: long papers due on Week XIV! --••-- 

Week XIV (Apr. 13): The "Bleeding Edge" of Contemporary Museum Practice

Topics: Museums without walls; participant observers; virtual objects in virtual spaces; renegotiating the conceptual and presentational frame; the convergence of archives and museology; can IT be an object of museum display or just a new mode of content delivery?

Readings: A tour of selected virtual museums [under evolving construction];George F. MacDonald, "Change and Challenge: Museums in the Informations Society," in I. Karp, C. M. Kreamer, & S. D. Lavine, eds, Museums and Communities: The Politics of Public Culture, 158-181; articles on the "ecomusée" movement in France and other "living museums;" Eric Gable, "Maintaining boundaries or 'mainstreaming' black history in a white museum," in Sharon MacDonald and Gordon Fyfe, eds., Theorizing Museums: Representing Identity and Diversity in a Changing World (London: Blackwell, 1996), 177-202; Gloria Meraz, "Cultural Evidence: On The Common Ground Between Archivists And Museologists." Provenance 15:1-26 (1997); IT museum sites linked via: http://www.cs.ucsb.edu/~mturk/AHOC/web%20links.html.

American Material Culture Syllabus: Reading List 
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Other References

Title: 

	Approaches to material culture research for historical archaeologists / compiled by George L. Miller ... [et al.].


Imprint: 

	[S.l.] : Society for Historical Archaeology, 1991.


Description: 

	398 p. : ill., maps ; 26 cm.


Notes: 

	"A reader from Historical archaeology."

	Includes bibliographical references.


Subject(s): 

	Archaeology -- Methodology

	Material culture


Other author(s): 

	Miller, George L.


Other title(s): 

	Historical archaeology.
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Collecting colonialism : material culture and colonial change / Chris Gosden and Chantal Knowles.

Imprint: 


Oxford ; New York : Berg, 2001.

Description: 


xxi, 234 p. : ill. ; 24 cm.

Contents: 


1. People, Objects and Colonial Relations -- 2. Colonial Culture and History in West New Britain -- 3. The Collectors and their Collections -- 4. Albert Buell Lewis -- 5. Felix Speiser -- 6. John Alexander Todd -- 7. Beatrice Blackwood -- 8. Comparing the Collections: Experiment, Social Relations and Agency -- 9. Varieties of Colonialism -- 10. The Morality of Colonialism.

Title: 


Colonialism and the object : empire, material culture and the museum / edited by Tim Barringer and Tom Flynn.

Imprint: 


London ; New York : Routledge, 1998.

Description: 


xi, 224 p. : ill. ; 25 cm.

Series: 


Museum meanings

Notes: 


Includes bibliographical references (p. 205-216) and index.

Contents: 


1. Introduction / Tim Barringer and Tom Flynn -- 2. The South Kensington Museum and the colonial project / Tim Barringer -- 3. Chinese material culture and British perceptions of China in the mid-nineteenth century / Catherine Pagani -- 4. China in Britain: The imperial collections / Craig Clunas -- 5. Colonial architecture, international exhibitions and official patronage of the Indian artisan: The case of a gateway from Gwalior in the Victoria and Albert Museum / Deborah Swallow -- 6. Stylistic hybridity and colonial art and design education: A wooden carved screen by Ram Singh / Naazish Ata-Ullah -- 7. Race, authenticity and colonialism: A 'mustice' silversmith in Philadelphia and St Croix, 1783-1850 / Rachel E. C. Layton -- 8. Domesticating Uzbeks: Central Asians in Soviet decorative art of the twenties and thirties / Karen Kettering -- 9. Keys to the magic kingdom: The new transcultural collections of Bradford Art Galleries and Museums / Nima Poovaya-Smith -- 10. Perspectives on Henemihi: a Maori meeting house / Eilean Hooper-Greenhill -- 11. Maori vision and the imperialist gaze / Ngapine Allen -- 12. Gathering souls and objects: Missionary collections / Jeanne Cannizzo -- 13. Photography at the heart of darkness: Herbert Lang's Congo photographs (1909-15) / Nicholas Mirzoeff -- 14. Taming the tusk: The revival of chryselephantine sculpture in Belgium during the 1890s / Tom Flynn.
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