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The Narmer Palette 



Narmer’s Tomb 

Abydos Umm el-Qaab, Cemetery B 
The transition from Dynasty 0-1 



Tomb of  Aha: 
Main chambers (above) 
Subsidiary graves (right) 





Important Early Dynastic sites 
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First Dynasty Royal Tombs at Umm el-Qaab 



Seal impressions from Umm el-Qaab 
with “king lists” of  the 1st Dynasty 
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The arm of  Djer 
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Tomb of  Den, 
Umm el-Qaab 



Label from the tomb of  Den, Umm el-Qaab 
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“Funerary Enclosure” or 
temple of  Khasekhemwy, 
Dynasty 2 



Funerary Enclosures 
of  Aha 







The newly discovered enclosure: 
Did Narmer build the first  
monumental royal building  
in Egypt? 



Cult buildings in Funerary Enclosures (reign of  Aha) 



Subsidiary Graves around Funerary Enclosures (reign of  Aha) 





Saqqara and Helwan in the 
First Dynasty: 
the necropoleis of  
Memphis 
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Saqqara  
 
Tombs of  the high elite 



Elite “mastaba” 
tombs at 
Saqqara 



Mastaba of  Sabu, mid 1st 
Dynasty Saqqara (S3111) 





Stela and mastaba of  Merka, 
Saqqara, late 1st Dynasty 



Other important Early 
Dynastic sites 



Large administrative 
building or palace of  
the Early Dynastic 
Period at Buto 
 



Stela of  king Raneb (Nebra); statue of  the mortuary priest Hetepdjef  
listing three 2nd Dynasty kings: Hetepsekehmewy, Raneb and Ninetjer 

The Second Dynasty 



A: Hetepsekhemwy 

B: Ninetjer 

Second Dynasty royal 
tombs at Saqqara 



Khasekhemwy	
  

Peribsen	
  

Last two kings of  Dynasty 2 buried at Umm el-Qaab, Abydos 



Tomb of  Khasekhemwy at Abydos 



Serekhs of  the Late 2nd Dynasty: 
Seth Peribsen and Horus and Seth Khasekhemwy 



Statuette of  Khasekhem from Hierakonpolis 



Jar inscription of  Horus Khasekhem reading 
“year of  fighting and smiting the northerners” 
found in temple deposit at Hierakonpolis 



Private monuments of  the 
2nd Dynasty: 
Saqqara and Helwan 



Typical mastaba plans of  the 1st and 2nd Dynasties at Saqqara 



Private niche stones or slab stelae 
of  the 2nd Dynasty 




