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(…but first a short aside about chronology…) 

Period 

Predynastic 
Early Dynastic  
Old Kingdom 
First Intermediate Period 
Middle Kingdom 
Second Intermediate Period  
New Kingdom 
ird Intermediate Period 
Late Period  
Ptolemaic Period  
Roman Period 

Two ways of defining periods in pharaonic Egypt – 
dynasties and kingdoms/periods 

Date 

c. 5000-3000 BC 
c. 3000-2650 BC 
c. 2575-2150 BC 
c. 2150-2050 BC 
c. 2050-1650 BC 
c. 1650-1550 BC 
c. 1550-1069 BC 
c. 1069-664 BC 
664-332 BC 
332-30 BC 
30 BC-AD 395 

Dynasties 

1-2 
3-8 
9-11.5 
11.5-13 
14-17 
18-20 
21-25 
26-30 



(…and another short aside about ancient Egyptian language…) 

Phases of Egyptian written language and their scripts 

Old Egyptian (hieroglyphic and hieratic) 
Middle Egyptian (hieroglyphic and hieratic) 
Late Egyptian (hieroglyphic and hieratic) 
Demotic (demotic) 
Coptic (Coptic, which is derived largely from Greek) 

language 

script 



Khaemwaset, son of Rameses II 
c. 1250 BC 



Herodotus and the Greek 
interest in ancient Egypt 



Manetho and the division of Egyptian 
history into Dynasties 



A decisive break: the closing of temples and the loss of 
hieroglyphic Egyptian 

Philae Temple 

e graffito of Esmet-Akhom 



e Muslim Conquest of Egypt:  
appropriation and fascination 



Renaissance European interest in  
the wisdom of Egypt 



18th century: a golden age 
of travel 



e Napoleonic Expedition to Egypt: 1798-1801 















Champollion and the 
decipherment of hieroglyphs 



Muhammad Ali Pasha Bernardino Drovetti 

Henry Salt 

e age of collecting: 
Early 19th century Europeans 
in Egypt 



Giovanni Belzoni 









Auguste Mariette and the establishment of an 
antiquities service, 1858 



Egyptian museum, founded 1863 



Flinders Petrie and pottery seriation 



Howard Carter and “wonderful things” 











Modern archaeology: magnetometry survey 



“Space archaeology” 


