ARCH 0250 Intimate Stories: Narrative in ancient visual culture
Brown University, Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World 

Fall 2008 First Year Seminar
Writing Assignment 1

Visual Analysis of a Museum object

This assignment involves a visit to the Rhode Island School of Design Museum. Please select an artifact or work of art of your liking that is on exhibit and spend some time with it. This object could be from any time period or geography, although you are encouraged to write on an “ancient” artifact that tells or relates to a story pictorially. 

You are expected to write a short paper about the object (4-5 pages- not longer not shorter- double space, 12 font). Make sure to work with an object that you feel connected to and spend time around it. Making a sketch or a drawing of the object, or taking a series of careful photographs may be an excellent way of engaging with it intimately, paying attention to its details, its iconography, its pictorial narration. Library research about the object is not very necessary since this is more of an exercise in looking and seeing. Try to describe the object in as much detail as possible, talking about its pictorial representations, material, techniques of making, scale and proportion etc. 

You are encouraged to look up particular concepts such as style, iconography, narrative, representation, symbolism in the online Grove Dictionary art (see below for the link). 

Along with your paper, please provide a sketch, drawing or a photograph of your object.

Due: September 23, Tuesday, to Nathan Driskell, our writing fellow (E-mail: Nathan_Driskell@brown.edu). Your papers will be returned to you by Nathan with comments. 

October 7, final drafts due to Ömür.

Resources:

Rhode Island School of Design webpage

http://www.risd.edu/museum.cfm
Grove Dictionary of Art (accessed through Josiah, Oxford art online)
http://josiah.brown.edu/record=b2759487
Omur’s tips for writing papers:

http://proteus.brown.edu/mesopotamianarchaeology/846
Questions?

Omur_Harmansah@brown.edu

