ARTH 224. Architecture and the City in the Ancient Near East
CGS Course / Department of the History of Art/ Fall 2004

Instructor : Omiir Harmansah
Depatment of the History of Art
University of Pennsylvania

Syllabus

Class schedule: Wednesdays 5:30 - 8: 30 pm. at Meyerson Hall B6

Office hours: Fridays 10-12 pm. Jaffe building (by appointment, please e-mail).
E-mail: harmansa@sas.upenn.edu

Blackboard site: https://courseweb.library.upenn.edu/ (Log-in with your Pennkey)
Course web page: http://www.sas.upenn.edu/"harmansa/arth224.html

Course Definition

This course is an attempt to provide a selective and analytical survey of the architectural history
in the Ancient Near East. Lectures and discussions will particularly focus on the development
of urban and architectural traditions in their socio-cultural and economical context. The
extensive geography of the Near Eastern world and the variety of its archaeological landscapes
from prehistory into the Hellenistic period will be explored, with particular emphasis on
Southern and Northern Mesopotamia, Syria and the Central Anatolian plateau.

In the ancient world, unlike the built environments of modernity, monuments were considered
as bearers of both textual and pictorial representations. These texts and visual narratives were
effective tools in the construction of social identity and historical consciousness among the
public. Especially throughout the history of the Near Eastern world, the construction of
buildings coincided precisely with the writing of history, a fundamental challange to their
makers and their audience alike. This course intends to see the production of architectural space
in this light, as a social enterprise, a festive event where the economic and socio-cultural
resources of a society are diverted into a productive undertaking. Important lines of inquiry in
the discussions will be the idea of commemoration and historical narratives through
architectural production, ideological aspects of architectural and sculptural display, and the
development and circulation of construction materials and techniques, as well as architectural
knowledge.


mailto:harmansa@sas.upenn.edu

Practicalities and course requirements

>

Every week the class will comprise a lecture with slides in the beginning and a discussion
afterwards. While the lectures will cover the selective survey of the Mesopotamian
architectural history, discussions will elaborate on specific theoretical issues pertaining to the
subjects of the weekly lectures.

The discussion session will be based on weekly readings. The students will be responsible to
follow the required readings per week and participate in the discussions. The readings will
involve the weekly assigned chapters from the course survey books (ordered at Penn Book
center, see below) but also articles that will be assigned for each week, concerning particular
theoretical issues. Weekly, the articles will be placed on reserve both as a hard copy at Fine
Arts Library Reserve Desk and as an electronic copy on the Blackboard site.

REQUIREMENTS of the course will be:

>

one midterm exam (25%): mostly based on the comparative discussions of monuments
(presented in slides), and 2 brief essays. Several essay questions (about 10) will be
distributed on the week prior to the midterm, and 4 of those questions will be asked in the
exam, and students will be required to select 2 to write their essays on.

a research project (50%): students will be required to choose a specific research topic in

consultation with the instructor, and submit the following throughout the semester:

* 1 page paper proposal with preliminary bibliography for the chosen paper topic. Submit
not later than Week 10, (having done some very preliminary reading); the paper topic
will need to be approved by the instructor. Plan to have at least one meeting with him,
before and/or after the submission of the proposal.

» 2-3 page draft with complete bibliography by Week 11, (with some good ideas, on where
the research project is leading to);

* 10-15 minute presentationof the on-going research in class on Week 11 and Week 12.
* 10-12 page final paper due at the finals week of the semester.

participation in classroom discussions will be a major criterion for grading (25%). bonuses
can be gained by submitting short summaries in response to weekly readings.

Books ordered at the Penn Book Center (34" and Sansom Streets):

e Michael Roaf; Cultural atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East. Oxfordshire, 1996.

e Marc van de Mieroop; A history of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000-323 BC. Oxford and
Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 2004.

e Peter M.M.G. Akkermans and Glenn M. Schwartz; The archaeology of Syria: from complex
hunter-gatherers to early urban societies (ca. 16,000-300 BC). Cambridge World Archaeology.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.

e Roger Matthews; The archaeology of Mesopotamia: theories and approaches. London and New



York: Routledge, 2003.



ARTH 224. Architecture and the City in the Ancient Near East
Department of the History of Art/CGS course / Spring 2001
Wednesdays 4:30 - 7: 00 / Meyerson B2
Omiir Harmansah

Course Plan

WEEK 1. [SEPTEMBER 8] INTRODUCTION

> Introduction to the course. Basics of the course and practicalities.

» Geographical orientation: the Land and the People.
A environmental and historical orientation: physical geography, natural resources, modes
- structures of human habitation, cultural landscapes, major routes of circulation. A brief
overview of what is going to be studied: the idea of the long-term development, and the
transformation of landscape with human activities.

WEEK 2. [SEPTEMBER 15] METHODOLOGIES AND HISTORIOGRAPHY
[Assignment 1 given: Insurance Company Building visit and architectural analysis.]

> Ancient Mesopotamia and Mesopotamian archaeology: brief overview of the history of
archaeological exploration in the Ancient Near East.Rediscovery of the Ancient Near
East in the 19% century; Early archaeological excavations; International phase; Large
scale excavations; Scientific archaeology.

» Discussion: Colonialism and post-colonialism: discussion of Bahrani and Winter’s articles.

> General introduction to methodologies in studying ancient architecture.
What we will study, how we will study. The study of architectural history and material culture.
The dialogue between architectural history, archaeology and other disciplines. Introduction of
basic architectural and archaeological terms, concepts. The use of archaeological evidence for
architectural history.

Readings:

R. Matthews, The archaeology of Mesopotamia: theories and approaches. Chapters 1-2, pages 1-66.
Chapter 1. “Defining a discipline: Mesopotamian archaeology in history” pp 1-26.

Chapter 2. “Tools of the trade: scope and methods of Mesopotamian archaeology” pp. 27-66.

On reserve:

Zainab Bahrani; “Conjuring Mesopotamia: imaginative geography and a world past,” in
Archaeology under fire: Nationalism, politics and heritage in the Eastern Mediteranean and Middle
East. L. Meskell (ed.), Routledge: London and New York, 1998: pp. 159-174.

Irene J. Winter, “Defining ‘aesthetics’ for non-western studies: the case of ancient
Mesopotamia,” in Art history, aesthetics, visual studies. Micheal Ann Holly and Keith Moxey



(eds.), Clark Studies in the Visual Arts; Yale University Press: New Haven and London,
2002: pp. 3-28.

WEEK 3. [SEPTEMBER 22] FIRST VILLAGES, FIRST CITIES: SOCIAL COMPLEXITY IN
MESOPOTAMIA

[First assignment due.]

>

>

From hunter-gatherers to farming societies; the agricultural revolution and the early

Neolithic and Chalcolithic settlements. Catalhoyiik in South Central Anatolia.

Hassuna, Samarra and Halaf cultures: elaboration of domestic architecture: an

overview.

Ubaid period in Southern Mesopotamia: the precursors of the monumental temple.
From shrine to temple: Eridu temples in stratigraphic sequence.

Uruk period: Late Uruk period (3600-3200 BC) the site of Uruk (modern Warka). The

Eanna precinct to the goddess Inanna. Kullaba precinct of the god An/Anu. Tell Ugair,

the Uruk period temple complex and its architectural decoration.

Discussion: Agriculture, the rise of social complexity and urbanization in the Southern
Mesopotamia.The rise of the temple as an economical institution and the symbolic center of the
urban society.

Readings:

M. Van de Mieroop, A history of the Ancient Near East, Chapter 2., pp. 19-38.

R. Matthews, The archaeology of Mesopotamia: theories and approaches. Chapter 4, pages 93-126.

On Reserve:

J.N. Postgate, Early Mesopotamia: Society and Economy at the dawn of history (Routledge: London
and New York, 1992: Chapter “4. City and countryside” pages 73-87.

Susan Pollock; 2001. “The Uruk period in Southern Mesopotamia,” in Uruk Mesopotamia & its
neighbors: cross-cultural interactions in the era of state formation. M. Rothmann (ed.), School of
American Research Press: Santa Fe: pages 181-231.

WEEK 4. [SEPTEMBER 29] EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD: THE TEMPLE AND THE ZIQQURAT.

[Start thinking about research projects]

>

The Early Dynastic Period in Southern Mesopotamia: Introduction to the Third
Millennium architectural traditions. Oriental Institute, Chicago excavations in the Diyala
basin. The urban character of the Third Millennium southern Mesopotamian sites. The
site of Khafajah: its urban layout and brief history. Other sites with monumental
architecture: Tell Asmar, Tell Agrab. Mid-third millennium urbanization in Northern
Mesopotamia



> Discussion focus:The idea of the temple and ritual practices in the ancient Near East. Religious
practices and the shaping of ritual space. Elaboration of Sumerian myth and religion.
Development of the idea of the high mound and the birth of the zigqurat, and the symbolism of
architecture.

Readings:

M. Van de Mieroop, A history of the Ancient Near East, Chapter 2, pages 19-38.

P. Akkermans and G. M. Schwartz, The archaeology of Syria, Chapter 8, pages 233-287.

On reserve:

J.N. Postgate, Early Mesopotamia: Society and Economy at the dawn of history (Routledge: London
and New York, 1992: “Chapter 6. The Temple” pages 109-136.

Geoff Emberling, “Urban social transformations and the problem of the ‘First City’,” in The

social construction of ancient cities. Monica L Smith (ed.); Washington and London:
Smithsonian Books 2003: pages 254-268.

WEEK 5. [OCTOBER 6] PICTORIAL NARRATIVES IN THE THIRD MILLENNIUM BC
MONUMENTS.

» Akkadian Empire. The monumental stele and the ideology of its imagery.
Akkadian buildings at Tell Brak. The Palaces at Kish.

> Discussion: The production of monumental art in the third millennium BC: the stele and
sculpture. Develeopment of a visual vocabulary. Historical narratives and pictorial representation
in the context of commemorative monuments and state ideology among the archaic states of the
Ancient Near East.

Readings:

M. Van de Mieroop, A history of the Ancient Near East, Chapter 4., pp. 59-69.

On reserve:

Irene J. Winter; “After the battle is over: the stele of the vultures and the beginning of historical
narrative in the art of the ancient Near East”, Studies in the History of Art. 16 (1985) pages 11-32.

Irene J. Winter; “The eyes have it: Votive statuary, Gilgamesh’s axe, and cathected viewing in
the Ancient Near East,” in Visuality before and beyond the Renaissance, Robert S. Nelson (ed.);
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000: pages 22-44.

Pollock, Susan; Ancient Mesopotamia: the Eden that never was. Cambridge University Press:
Cambridge, 1999: Chapter 7, “Ideology and images of power,” pages 173-195.

WEEK 6. [OCTOBER 13] ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGIES IN THE THIRD MILLENNIUM BC

[Submission of 1 page research proposals-topics settled with instructor]

> Gudea and his building activities (the use of texts in the study of architectural history).
Foundation rituals and deposits.



» Ur III Period. Presentation of Ur, the temple precinct and the city.
E-temen-ni-gur: The ziqqurat of Ur-Nammu and the Court of Nanna
Gig-par-ku of the Entu Priestess and Goddess Ningal
E-hursag: Place (?) of Ur-Nammu and Shulgi
E-nunmah: Storehouse. Mausolea of Shulgi and Amar-Sin

> Discussion: Buildings and text: dynastic ideology and visual imagery. Construction materials
and techniques: resources, the procurement of the materials. Limitations and potentials of the
particular building materials. The theory of construction aesthetics and the architectonic
quality.Foundation deposits in the Mesopotamian architecture.

Readings:

M. Van de Mieroop, A history of the Ancient Near East, Chapter 4., pp. 69-79.

On reserve:

Claudia E Suter; Gudea’s temple building: the representation of an early Mesopotamian ruler in text
and image. Cuneiform Monographs 17, Styx Publications: Groningen, 2000. pages TBA.

Richard Fllis, Foundation Deposits in Ancient Mesopotamia (New Haven and London, 1968);
Chapter 1. “Building Rites”; pages 5-34; Summary 153-168.

P R S Moorey, Ancient Mesopotamian materials and industries: The archaeological evidence.
Clarendon Press: Oxford 1999, Chapter 6: “The building crafts” pages 302-362. (skim).

WEEK 7. [OCTOBER 20] MIDTERM EXAM
October 23-26 FALL BREAK

WEEK 8. [OCTOBER 27]  MIDDLE BRONZE AGE IN UPPER MESOPOTAMIA:
NOMADS, TRADE AND NEW URBANIZATION

> Old Babylonian-Old Assyrian Periods in Upper Syro-Mesopotamia:
Assyrian colonies and the Central Anatolian trade: Kiiltepe (ancient Kanesh/Karum).
New urban foundations of Shamshi-Adad and his early Assyrian kingdom. The
kingdom of Mari on the Euphrates and Zimri-Lim. Hammurabi and the First Dynasty
of Babylon. Case study Mashkan-Shapir, and the study of the urban fabric in Old
Babylonian city. Ebla and Northern Syrian geography. New architectural traditions

> Discussion: The palace, the temple and the city: new architectural technologies in Upper
Mesopotamia. Techniques of wall decoration: an ideological tool of public display. The idea of
technology, style and “technological style”. Discussions of “technique” versus “technology” in
material culture studies.

Readings:
P. Akkermans and G. M. Schwartz, The archaeology of Syria, Chapter 9 “Regeneration of complex
societies”, pages 288-326.



On reserve:

Irene J. Winter, “The affective properties of styles: An inquiry into analytical process and the
inscription of meaning in art history,” in Picturing Science, Producing Art, C.A. Jones and P.
Galison (eds.), New York & London: Routledge, 1998; pages 55-77.

Irene J. Winter, Irene J; “Seat of kingship/a wonder to behold: the palace as construct in the
ancient Near East” Ars Orientalis 23 (1993) pages 27-55.

Elizabeth C. Stone; Paul Zimansky; Piotr Steinkeller; Vincent Pigott; Lisa Wells; Tony
Wilkinson; The anatomy of a Mesopotamian city: survey and soundings at Mashkan-shapir.
Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 2004. (Skim the book, and read pages 26-42 and 373-
380.)

WEEK 9. [INOVEMBER 3] THE LATE BRONZE AGE: THE GREAT EMPIRES

> Late Bronze Age in the Eastern Mediterranean: trade networks and the artisanal koiné.
North Syria between the empires: the sites of Ugarit, Emar and the Levantine coast. The
Kassites and the Middle Assyrians: the cities of Dur Kurigalzu and Assur. The idea of the
ceremonial capital.

> Hittite Empire and its architectural traditions Bogazkoy (ancient Hattusha); Extramural
open —air sanctuary at Yazilikaya (royal cult center). Eflatunpinar, spring sanctuary; Masat
Hoytlik (ancient Tapigga), palace structure; Ortakdy (ancient Shipanuwa), palace
architecture.

> Discussion: The question of the territorial state and empires: the role of the ceremonial urban
center in the imperial ideologies. Formation of a royal rhetoric. Interregional trade and formation
of artisanal exchange networks.

Readings:

P. Akkermans and G. M. Schwartz, The archaeology of Syria, Chapter 9 “Regeneration of complex
societies”, pages 327-359.

R. Matthews, The archaeology of Mesopotamia: theories and approaches. Chapter 5 “Archaeologies of
Empire”, pages 127-154.

On reserve:

Ronald L. Gorny; “Hittite imperialism and anti-imperial resistance as viewed from Alisar
hoytik,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300 (1995) pages 65-89.

Andrew Sherratt and Susan Sherratt; “Technological change in the East Mediterranean Bronze
age: capital, resources and marketing,” in The social context of technological change: EQypt and
the Near East, 1650-1550 BC. Andrew J. Shortland (ed.), Oxbow Books: Oxford, 2001: pages
15-38.

Eleanor Robson, “Technology in society: three textual case studies from Late Bronze age
Mesopotamia,” in The social context of technological change: Eqypt and the Near East, 1650-1550
BC. Andrew J. Shortland (ed.), Oxbow Books: Oxford, 2001: pages 39-57.



WEEK 10. [NOVEMBER 10] NEO-ASSYRIAN EMPIRE AND ITS COMMEMORATIVE
MONUMENTS

> Iron Age; Neo-Assyrian Empire: Large capitals and their architecture: Palace and the
temple. Continuation of the ziqqurat architectures in the urban scape. Kalhu (Nimrud),
Dur Sharrukin (Khorsabad), Ninuwa (Nineveh). Provincial capitals, frontier cities and
fortresses: Imgur-Enlil (Balawat), Til Barsip (Tell Ahmar).

> Discussion: Commemorative monuments. The use of monumental art in the architectural and
urban contexts. Visual narratives in the context of palace architecture. The Assyrian townscape.
The idea of new foundations: Founding a new city. Building/construction rituals/ceremonies.
Building deposits The flourishing of the Eastern Mediterranean trade networks and the travelling
craftsmen. Large palace complexes.

Reading:

M. Van de Mieroop, A history of the Ancient Near East, Chapters 12-13., pp. 216-252.

On reserve:

David Stronach; “Village to Metropolis: Nineveh and the beginnings of urbanism in Northern
Mesopotamia” in Nuove fondazioni nel vicino-oriente antico: relata e ideologie, S. Mazzoni (ed.),
Pisa, 1994: 85-114.

Irene J. Winter; "Royal Rhetoric and the Development of Historical narrative in Neo-Assyrian
Reliefs", Studies in Visual Communication 7 (1981) 2-38.

WEEK 11. [NOVEMBER 17] IRON AGE CITY-STATES OF NORTH SYRIA AND SOUTHEAST
ANATOLIA

[Submission of 2-3 page drafts/in-progress reports of research project, 10-15 minute
presentations]

> Iron age: Neo-Hittite city states
The continuity in the Hittite architectural traditions in Anatolia and Northern Syria:
Karkamis, Zincirli, Karatepe.

» Discussion: The transfer/circulation of architectural knowledge in the Ancient Near East.
Formation of an interregionally shared architectural tradition: the idea of the orthostats and
monumental buildings.

Readings

P. Akkermans and G. M. Schwartz, The archaeology of Syria, Chapter 9 “Iron Age Syria”, pages
360-397.

On reserve:

J. David Hawkins, “Karkamish and Karatepe: Neo-Hittite City-States in North Syria” in ].M. Sasson
(ed.), Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, New York, 1995: Vol. II: 1295-1307.



Stefania Mazzoni; “The gate and the city: change and continuity in Syro-Hittite urban
ideology,” in Die orientalische Stadt: Kontinuitit, Wandel, Bruch. G. Wilhelm (ed.), SDV
Saarbriicker Druckerei und Verlag: Saarbriicken, 1997: pages 307-338.

Irene J. Winter; “Art as evidence for interaction: relations between the Assyrian empire and
North Syria,” in Mesopotamien und seine Nachbarn: politische und kulturelle Wechselbeziehungen
im alten Vorderasien vom 4. bis 1. Jahrtausend v. Chr. XXV. Rencontre Assyriologique
Internationale Berlin 3. bis 7. Juli 1978. Hans-Jorg Nissen and Johannes Renger (eds.); Berlin:
Dietrich Reimar Verlag, 1982: pages 355-382.

WEEK 12. [NOVEMBER 24] URARTIAN LANDSCAPES FROM THE CAUCASUS TO THE BANKS
OF THE EUPHRATES

[10-15 minute presentations of research projects- continued from previous week]

> Iron age: The kingdom of Urartu:
Eastern Anatolia, Northwestern Iran and Transcaucasus in the Middle Iron age: The
cities of Tushpa, Ayanis, Hasanlu. Distinctive stone masonry achieved through the
sophisticated use of iron technologies.

» Phrygian kingdom: Central Anatolia in the Iron age. King Midas and his Gordion.

> Discussion: The concept of monumentality, displayed in the high mound-lower mound setting
of urban centers. Settlement patterns. City and its hinterland. Idea of the shaping of landscape.
Landscape archaeology.

Readings:

On reserve:

Adam T. Smith. “Rendering the political aesthetic: Political legitimacy in Urartian
representations of the built environment,” Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 19 (2000)
pages 131-163.

Paul Zimansky, “Urartian material culture as state assamblage: an anomaly in the archaeology
of empire,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 299/300 (1995) pages 103-115.

G. Kenneth Sams, “Gordion and the Near East in the Early Phrygian Period,” in Aspects of art and

iconography; Anatolia and its neighbors: Studies in honor of Nimet Ozgii¢, M. ]. Mellink et al. (eds.),
Ankara, 1993: pages 549-55.

WEEK 13. [DECEMBER 1] BABYLON: THE ANCIENT CITY AND ITS MODERN MYTH

> The Neo-Babylonian period
The city of Babylon in archaeological evidence and post-classical myth. Important Neo-
Babylonian Kings, who carried out building activity at Babylon: Nabopolassar (625-605
BC), Nebuchadnezzar II (604-562 BC). City planning, fortifications, Temple precinct of

10



Marduk: ziqgqurat (E-temen-an-ki) and the temple precinct (E-sag-ila); Northern and
Southern Palaces and the supposed “hanging gardens”, processional way, Ishtar Gate.

> Discussion focus: Myth and the historicty of the image of the city. The architecture that is
associated with this mythological view of the past.

Readings:

On reserve:

Andrew R. George; “ ‘Bonds of the lands’: Babylon, the cosmic capital,” in Die orientalische Stadt:
Kontinuitit, Wandel, Bruch. G. Wilhelm (ed.), SDV Saarbriicker Druckerei und Verlag,
Saarbriicken, 1997: 125-145.

Amélie Kuhrt; “The palace(s) of Babylon,” in The royal palace institution in the First Millennium
B.C.: regional development and cultural interchange between East and West. Inge Nielsen (ed.);
Monographs of the Danish Institute at Athens: Athens, 2001: pages 77-94.

Julian E. Reade, “Alexander the Great and the hanging gardens of Babylon,” Irag 62 (20000
pages 195-217.

WEEK 14. [DECEMBER 8] PERSIAN EMPIRE AND ITS AFTERMATH

» Achaemenids, Medes and Persians:
Pasargadae and Persepolis.

»> Mesopotamia in the Seleucid Period.
The continuation of the traditions and the legacy of Mesopotamian architectural
traditions. Wrap up session.

> Discussion focus: The continuity and legacy of the long-term Mesopotamian architectural
traditions.

Readings:
M. Van de Mieroop, A history of the Ancient Near East, Chapter 15, pp. 267-280.
On reserve:

Michael Roaf; “Sculptors and designers at Persepolis” in Investigating Artistic Environments in the
Ancient Near East, Ann C. Gunter (ed.), Washington DC, 1990: pages 105-114.

Michael Roaf; “Media and Mesopotamia : History and Architecture”, in Later Mesopotamia and
Iran. Tribes and Empires 1600-539 B.C. John Curtis (ed.), British Museum Press, London,
1995: pages 54-66.

11



David Stronach; “Anshan and Parsa: Early Achaemenid history, art and architecture on the
Iranian plateau,” in Mesopotamia and Iran in the Persian period: Conquest and imperialism 539-
331 B.C. ]. Curtis (ed.), British Museum Press: London, 1997; pages 35-53.

FINALS WEEK [DECEMBER 15] Final submission of 10-12 page research papers

12
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Margeuron, Jean-Claude; 1982. Recherches sur les palais Mésopotamiens de I'dge bronze, Paris.

Mieroop, Marc van de; 1999. The Ancient Mesopotamian city, Oxford University Press.
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University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London.

Adams, Robert McC.; 1981. Heartland of Cities. University of Chicago Press, Chicago.

Adams, Robert McC.; 1972. “Patterns of urbanization in early Southern Mesopotamia” in Man, settlement
and urbanism, P.J.Ucko, R.Tringham and G.W.Dimbleby (eds.), Duckworth, London: 735-749.

Aerts, E. and H. Klengel (eds.); 1990. The town as regional economic center in the ancient Near East. Leuven.

Al-Khalesi, Yasin M.; 1978. The Court of the Palms: A functional interpretation of the Mari palace, Bibliotheca
Mesopotamica 8, Malibu.

14



Banning, E. B.; 1998. “Spatial perspectives on early urban development in Mesopotamia” in Urbanism in
Antiquity: From Mesopotamia to Crete, W.E. Aufrecht, N.A. Mirau, S.W. Gauley (eds.): 17-34.

Bottero, Jean; 1992. Mesopotamia: Writing, reasoning and the gods. Translated by Zainab Bahrani and Marc
van de Mieroop.

Briant, Pierre; 2002. From Cyrus to Alexander: a history of the Persian empire. Winona Lake, Indiana:
Eisenbrauns.

Bunnens, Guy; 1996. “Syro-Anatolian Influence on Neo-Assyrian Town Planning,” in Cultural Interactions
in the Ancient Near East [Abr-Nahrain Supplement Series 5]. G. Bunnens (ed.), Louvain: 113-128.

Burney, Charles; 1998. “The Kingdom of Urartu (Van): investigations in the archaeology of the Early First
Millennium BC within Eastern Anatolia (1956-1965)” in Ancient Anatolia: fifty years’ work by the British
Institute of Archaeology at Ankara. R. Matthews (ed.), British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara,
London, 143-162.

Carl, Peter; 1983. "Ancient Mesopotamia and the foundation of architectural representation," Princeton
Journal 1: 170-186.

Castel, Corinne; 1992. Habitat urbain néo-assyrien et néo-babylonien de l'espace biti... a l'espace vécu, I-11. Paris.

Crawford, H. ; 1991. Sumer and the Sumerians, (Cambridge); Chapter 4: “Town planning and temple
architecture”: pp. 48-76.

Crawford, Harriet EEW.; 1977. The architecture of Iraq in the Third Millennium BC, London.

Crouch, Dora P. and June G. Johnson; 2001. Traditions in architecture: Africa, America, Asia and Oceania,
Oxford University Press: Oxford and New York.

Dalley, Stephanie et. al; 1998. The legacy of Mesopotamia, Oxford University Press.

Dalley, Stephanie; 1997. “The hanging gardens of Babylon at Nineveh,” in Assyrien im Wandel der Zeiten:
XXXIXe Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale Heidelberg 6.-10. Juli 1992. H. Waetzoldt & H.

Delougaz, Pinhas and Seton Lloyd; 1942. Pre-Sargonid temples in the Diyala region, University of Chicago
Oriental Institute Publ. Vol 58, Chicago.

Delougaz, Pinhas and Thorkild Jacobsen; 1940. The Temple Oval at Khafajah, University of Chicago Oriental
Institute Publ. Vol 53, Chicago.

Delougaz, Pinhas; 1933. Plano-convex bricks and the methods of their employment, The Oriental Institute of the
University of Chicago, Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization, No. 7, Chicago, Illinois. [Also
includes: The treatment of clay tablets in the field].

Delougaz, Pinhas; 1938. “A short investigation of the temple at Al-Ubaid,” Iraq 5: 1-12.

Delougaz, Pinhas; 1960. “Architectural representations on steatite vases,” Irag 22: 90-95.

Delougaz, Pinhas; Harold D. Hill, Seton Lloyd; 1967. Private houses and graves in the Diyala region,
University of Chicago Oriental Institute Publ. Vol 88, Chicago.

Downey, Susan; 1988. Mesopotamian religious architecture. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University Press.

Edzard, D. O.; 1987. “Deep-rooted skyscrapers and bricks: Ancient Mesopotamian architecture and its
imagery,” in Figurative language in the Ancient Near East, M. Mindlin et. al (eds.), London: 13-24.

Ellis, Richard S.; 1968. Foundation Deposits in Ancient Mesopotamia. Yale University Press: New Haven and
London.

Falconer, S.E.; 1994. “The development and decline of bronze age civilisation in the southern Levant. A
reassessment of urbanism and ruralism” in Development and decline in the Mediterranean bronze age,
Sheffield: 305-333.

Falkenstein, A.; 1974. “The Sumerian temple city” Sources and monographs: Monographs in History: Ancient
Near East 1/1: Los Angeles.

Frankfort, Henri; 1950. “Town planning in ancient Mesopotamia” Town Planning Review 21: 99-115.

Frankfort, Henri; Seton Lloyd and Thorkild Jacobsen; 1940. The Gimilsin temple and the Palace of the Rulers
at Tell Asmar, University of Chicago Oriental Institute Publ. Vol 43, Chicago.

George, Andrew R.; 1993. “Babylon revisited: archaeology and philology in harness,” Antiquity 67: 734-46.

15



Gunter, Ann; 1982. “Representations of Urartian and western Iranian fortress architecture in the Assyrian
reliefs,” Iran 20: 103-113.

Hansen, Donald P.; 1992. “Royal building activity at Sumerian Lagash in the Early Dynastic Period,”
BiblArch 55: 206-211.

Heinrich, Ernst; 1934. Schilf und Lehm: Ein Beitrag zur Baugeschichte der Sumerer, Berlin.

Heinz, Marlies; 1997. Der Stadt als Spiegel der Gesellschaft: Siedlungs-strukturen in Mesopotamien als Indikator
fiir Formen wirtschatlicher und gesellschaftlicher Organisation. Dietrich Reimer Verlag: Berlin.

Henrickson, Elizabeth F.; 1981. “Non-religious residential settlement patterning in the Late Early
Dynastic of the Diyala region,” Mesopotamia 16: 43-145.

Henrickson, Elizabeth F.; 1982. “Functional analysis of elite residences in the Late Early Dynastic of the
Diyala Region: House D. and the Walled Quarter at Khafajah and the «Palaces>> at Tell Asmar,”
Mesopotamia 17: 5-33.

Herzog, Ze’ev; 1997. Archaeology of the city: Urban planning in ancient Israel and its social implications. emery
and Claire Yass Archaeological Press, Institute of Archaeology, Tell Aviv.

Hill, Harold D.; Thorkild Jacobsen; Pinhas Delougaz; 1990. Old Babylonian public buildings in the Diyala
region, (=OIP 98) Chicago, Illinois.

Hodder, I (ed); 1996. On the surface: Catalhdyiik 1993-95. [McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research /
British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara Monograph No.22]

Hout, Jean-Louis; Jean-Paul Thalmann; Dominique Valballe; 1990. Naissance des cités. Editions Nathan,
Paris.

Hudson, Michael and Baruch A. Levine (eds.); 1999. Urbanization and land ownership in the Ancient Near
East, Cambridge.

Ikeda, Y.; 1979. “Royal cities and fortified cities” Iraq 41: 75-87.

Jacobsen, Thorkild; 1989. “The Mesopotamian temple plan and the Kititum temple,” Eretz-Yisrael 20: 79-
91.

Kraeling, C.H. & Robert McC. Adams (eds.); 1960. City invincible: A symposium on urbanization and cultural
development in the ancient Near East.University of Chicago Press.

Kuhrt, Amélie and Susan Sherwin-White (eds.); 1987. Hellenism in the east: the interaction of Greek and non-
Greek civilizations from Syria to Central Asia after Alexander. University of California Press: Berkeley and
Los Angeles.

Kuhrt, Amélie and Susan Sherwin-White; 1993. From Samarkhand to Sardis: a new approach to the Seleucid
empire. Duckworth: London.Zimansky, Paul E.; 1985. Ecology and Empire: The Structure of the Urartian
State. Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization no. 41, Chicago: Oriental Institute Press.

Lackenbacher, S.; 1982. Le roi bitisseur, les écits de construction Assyriens deés origines a Teglathphlasar 111,
Paris.

Larsen, Morgens Trolle; 1994. The conquest of Assyria: Excavations in an antique land, 1840-1860, Routledge,
London and New York.

Larsen, Morgens Trolle; 1994. The conquest of Assyria: Excavations in an antique land 1840-1860, Routledge:
London and New Tork.

Liverani, Mario; 1997. “Ancient Near Eastern cities and modern ideologies,” in Die orientalische Stadt:
Kontinuitit, Wandel, Bruch. G. Wilhelm (ed.), SDV Saarbriicker Druckerei und Verlag: Saarbriicken: 85-
107.

Liverani, Mario; 1997. “The ancient Near Eastern city and modern ideologies” in Die Orientalische Stadt:
Kontinuitit, Wandel, Bruch. G. Wilhelm (ed.), Berlin: 85-108.

Lloyd, Seton; 1947. Foundations in the dust: A study of Mesopotamian exploration, Oxford University Press,
1947.

Loud, Gordon; 1936. “An architectural formula for Assyrian planning based on the results of excavations
at Khorsabad”, Revue d’Assyriologie et d’archéologie orientale 33: 153-160.

16



Margeuron, Jean-Claude; 1980. “Remarques sur 1'organisation de 1'espace architectural en Mésopotamie,”
in Archéologie de I'Iraq du début de I"époque néolithique a 333 avant notre ére: Colloques internationaux du
CNRS no 580, Paris: 157-169.

Margueron, Jean-Claude; 1984. “Prolégomeénes a une étude portant sur 1’organisation de 1'espace sacré en
Orient,” in Temple et Sanctuaires: Séminaire de recherche 1981-1983, G. Roux (ed.), GIS Maison de
I'Orient: Lyon; 23-36.

Mazzoni, Stefania (ed.); 1994. Nuove fondazioni nel Vicino Oriente antico: realta e ideologia. Pisa.

McClellan, Thomas L; 1997. “Houses and households in North Syria during the Late Bronze age,” in Les
maisons dans la Syrie antique du III* millénaire aux débuts de I'Islam: pratiques et représentations de l’espace
domestique. Corinne Castel, Michel al-Maqdissi, Frangois Villeneuve (eds.); Actes du Colloque
International, Damas 27-30 juin 1992, Institut Frangais d”Archéologie du Proche-Orient, Bibliotheque
Archéologique et Historique. Beyrouth: IFAPO, 29-59.

Mellaart, J.; 1967. Catal Hiiyiik: A Neolithic Town in Anatolia. Thames and Hudson: London.

Mieroop, Marc Van de; 1999. “The government of an ancient Mesopotamian city: what we know and why
we know so little” in Priests and officials in the Ancient Near East: Papers of the second colloquium on the
Ancient Near East. K. Watanabe (ed.), Heidelberg: 139-162.

Moorey, P. R. S.; 1964. “The “plano-convex building’ at Kish and early Mesopotamian palaces,” Iraq 26
(1964) 83-98.

Moorey, P.R.S.; 1994. Ancient Mesopotamian materials and industries: The archaeological evidence. (Clarendon
Press: Oxford.): Chapter 6: “The building crafts,” pages 302-362.

Nylander, Carl; 1970. lonians in Pasargadae, Uppsala.

Oates, David; 1972. “The development of Assyrian towns and cities” in Man, settlement and urbanism,
P.J.Ucko, R.Tringham and G.W.Dimbleby (eds.), Duckworth, London: 799-804.

Oates, David; 1973. “Early vaulting in Mesopotamia” in Archaeological theory and practice (Mélanges
Grimes), D.E. Strong (ed.), London.

Oates, David; 1985. “Walled cities in Mesopotamia,” MARI 4: 585-594.

Oates, David; 1990. "Innovations In mud-brick: décorative and structural techniques In ancient
Mesopotamia," World Archaeology 21: 388-406.

Oates, David; 1990. “Innovations in mud-brick: decorative and structural techniques in ancient
Mesopotamia,” World Archaeology 21: 388-406.

Oates, Joan: 1960. “Ur and Eridu: the prehistory,” Irag 22: 32-50.

Oppenheim, A. Leo; 1969. “Mesopotamia- Land of many cities” in Middle Eastern cities: A symposium on
ancient, Islamic and contemporary Middle Eastern urbanism, LM. Lapidus (ed.), Berkeley: 3-18.

Parker, Bradley J.; 1997. “Garrisoning the empire: Aspects of the construction and maintenance of forts on
the Assyrian frontier”, Irag 59: 77-87.

Pinnock, Frances; 1993. “Elements of urbanization in inner Syria in the Late Bronze Age” in Nuove
fondazioni nel vicino-oriente antico: relata e ideologie, S. Mazzoni (ed.), Pisa: 187-212. (Review of Late
Bronze Age Inner Syrian architectural types, temples, palaces, houses).

Pollock, Susan ; 1999. Ancient Mesopotamia: The Eden that never was, Cambridge University Press :
Cambridge: Chapters 1 and 2: p. 1-44.

Reade, Julian; 1983. Assyrian sculpture, Harvard University Press: Cambridge Massachusetts.

Rhee, Song Nai; 1981. “Sumerian city-states,” in The City-state in five cultures, R. Griffeth & C.G. Thomas
(eds.), Santa Barbara, California: 1-30.

Roaf, Michael; 1995. “Palaces and temples in Ancient Mesopotamia,” in Civilizations of the Ancient Near
East, Volume 1: pp. 423-441.

Russell, John Malcolm; 1999. The writing on the wall: Studies in the architectural context of late Assyrian palace
incriptions. Mesopotamian Civilizations. Eisenbrauns: Winona Lake, Indiana.

Safar, Fuad et. al.; 1981. Eridu, Baghdad.

17



Sauvage, Martin; 1998. La brique et sa mise en ceevre en Mésopotamie: Des origines a l'époque achéménide.
Centre de Recherche d’Archéologie Orientale, Université de Paris I n"13, Paris.

Stone, Elizabeth C.; 1987. Nippur Neighborhoods. Chicago.

Stone, Elizabeth C.; 1991. “The spatial organization of Mesopotamian cities,” Aula Orientalis 9: 235-242.

Stone, Elizabeth C.; 1995. “The development of cities in Mesopotamia” in Civilizations of the Ancient Near
East, J. Baines, G. Beckman, K. Rubinson (eds.), New York. Vol. I: 235-248.

Stronach, David; 1994. “Village to Metropolis: Nineveh and the beginnings of urbanism in Northern
Mesopotamia” in Nuove fondazioni nel Vicino Oriente antico: realta e ideologia, S. Mazzoni (ed.), Pisa; 85-
114.

Thompson, H.O; 1969. “Apsidal construction in the Ancient Near East,” Palestine Exploration Quarterly: 69-
86

Trigger, Bruce; 1990. “Monumental architecture: a thermodynamic explanation of symbolic behaviour,”
World Archaeology 22: 119-132.

Tringham, Ruth (ed.); 1973. Urban settlements: The process of urbanization in archaeological settlements.
Warner Modular Publications 5: Andover, Massachusetts. (reprint of some archaeology related
articles from Man, settlement and urbanism, P.].Ucko, R. Tringham and G.W.Dimbleby (eds.),
Duckworth, London, 1972)

Turner, G; 1970. “The state apartments of late Assyrian palaces,” Iraq 32 (1970) 177-213.

Ucko, P.J.; R. Tringham and G.W. Dimbleby (eds.); 1972. Man, settlement and urbanism. Duckworth,
London: 799-804.

Van Buren, E. Douglas; 1952. “Foundation rites for a new temple,” Orientalia 21: 293-306.

Van Buren, E. Douglas; 1952. “The building of a temple-tower,” Revue d’Assyriologie 46: 65-74.

Weadock, Penelope N.; 1975. “The Giparu at Ur,” Irag 37: 101-128.

Westenholz, Joan Goodnick (ed.); 1996. Royal cities of the biblical world. Bible Lands Museum, Jerusalem.

Westenholz, Joan Goodnick (ed.); 1998. Capital cities: Urban planning and spiritual dimensions: Proceedings
of the symposium held on May 27-29, 1996, Jerusalem, Israel. Bible Lands Museum, Jerusalem.

Wilhelm, Gernot (ed.); 1997. Die Orientalische Stadt: Kontinuitit, Wandel, Bruch. 1. Internationales Colloquium
der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft 9.-10. Mai 1996 in Halle/Saale. SDV Saarbriicker Druckerei und Verlag,
Berlin.

Winter, Irene J.; 1983. "The Program of the throneroom of Asurnasirpal II" in Essays on Near Eastern Art
and Archaeology in Honor of Charles Kyrle Wilkinson. P.O.Harper & H.Pittman (eds.), New York:
15-31.

Winter, Irene J.; 1981. "Royal Rhetoric and the Development of Historical narrative in Neo-Assyrian
Reliefs", Studies in Visual Communication 7: 2-38.

Winter, Irene J.; 1983. “Carchemish Sa Kisad Puratti,” Anatolian Studies 33:177-197, plates 44-49.

Winter, Irene J.; 1991. “Reading concepts of space from ancient Mesopotamian monuments” in Concepts of
space: ancient and modern, Kapila Vatsyayan (ed.), New Delhi: 57-73.

Winter, Irene J.; 1991. “Reading concepts of space from ancient Mesopotamian monuments” in Concepts of
space: ancient and modern, Kapila Vatsyayan (ed.), New Delhi: 57-73.

Winter, Irene J.; 1993. “Seat of kingship/a wonder to behold: the palace as construct in the ancient Near
East” Ars Orientalis. v. 23, 1993, p. 27-55.

Zettler, Richard L.; 1992. The Ur III temple of Inanna at Nippur: The operation and organization of urban
religious institutions in Mesopotamia in the late Third Millennium BC, Berlin.

18



	 
	Instructor : Ömür Harmanşah 
	Syllabus 
	 
	 
	 
	Course Definition 
	 
	 Practicalities and course requirements 
	Course Plan 
	Week 1.  [September 8]   Introduction 
	Week 2.  [September 15]  Methodologies and historiography 
	 
	Week 3. [September 22]    First villages, first cities: social complexity in Mesopotamia 
	Week 4. [September 29] Early Dynastic Period: the temple and the ziqqurat. 



	Readings: 
	 
	Week 5. [October 6]    Pictorial narratives in the Third millennium BC monuments. 
	Week 6. [October 13]  Architectural technologies in the Third millennium BC 
	  
	[Submission of 1 page research proposals-topics settled with instructor] 
	Week 7. [October 20]    Midterm exam 
	Week 8. [October 27]        Middle Bronze Age in Upper Mesopotamia:  
	    Nomads, trade and new urbanization 
	 
	Week 9. [November 3]            The Late Bronze Age: the Great Empires 
	Week 11. [November 17] Iron Age city-states of North Syria and Southeast           Anatolia 
	Week 12. [November 24]   Urartian landscapes from the Caucasus to the banks of the Euphrates 
	Week 13. [December 1] Babylon: the ancient city and its modern myth 
	Week 14. [December 8] Persian Empire and its aftermath 




	Finals week [December 15]                    Final submission of 10-12 page research papers 
	 
	Myth and religion 
	Main studies on the architecture and urbanism 
	 
	Special topics in architecture and urbanism 



