Ian Brownstein, Matthew Jacobs, and Morgan Li
Week 9
Group 1
Archeology and Craft

Part 1:

Morgan:  Will create the accurate vessel replication. First, the vessel and foot will be crafted on the wheel from one lump of clay. Then the potter will open a centered lump of clay into a thick-walled cylinder.  Then the potter will thrust her thumb into the inside of the wall and push downward in order to create the bottom of the container.  This will enclose a hollow space under the floor, and the clay around it will be the foot of the pyxis.  Then the shape of the concave walls and the foot will be made with a curved tool.  Then, a flange around the lip will be made by pressing the potters thumbnail on the outer edge.  After the vessel has dried a bit, the potter will cut out sections in the foot to make it tripartite.  The cap will then be thrown upside down without the knob.  The knob will then be thrown on a wheel and attached with slip.

Matt:  Will recreate the Pyxis using using form-work derived from the shape of the original Pyxis.  The wood form-work be used to create the profile of the vessel in a slab of clay.  The slab will then be cut to length and formed into a cylinder.  The two ends of the slab will be joined with slip and smoothed over with a scraper.  A circle will be cut for the bottom of the vessels and joined to the walls with slip.  Three sections will be cut from the base to make it tripartite.  The lid will be cut from a slab and the handle will be formed by hand and attached to the lid with slip.     

Ian:  Will implement a mixture of coiling and wheel “lathing” to reproduce the Pyxis. He will start by coiling out the general form of the vessel in three parts: the base, the upper portion of the vessel, and the lid. After constructing these elements the base and the upper portion will be attached with slip. After the vessel becomes hard enough it will be attached to the wheel and, using a tool the piece will be shaved to the approximate shape of the original Pyxis. The same process will be used for the lid to shape it and to adjust the dimensions so it can fit on the vessel.  Afterwards, the tripartite base will be cut out and the piece will be left to dry before firing.
